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TIN CONTAINERS 


Friction Top Cans for Syrups, Molasses 
and Paints. 


Fresh Oyster and Crab Meat Cans. 
Lard Pails. 


Cans for Baking Powder, Coffee and 
Cigars. 


Cap Hole and Sanitary Packers’ Cans. 


Lithographed Metal 
Wooden Re-shipping Cases. 


Quick Shipments! 


SOUTHERN CAN 


Baltimore, Maryland 


WEEKLY REVIEW 


Market prices on some staples declining—The need to realize the new 
conditions governing the market—Market prices 
now practically fixed. 


The market condition has to be reported without change 
since last week. Operators are becoming acquainted with their 
duties under the license system, but they are not yet thor- 
oughly familiar with the workings of this new feature in the 
market, and, until they are, business will necessarily lag. As 
the requirements are studied and learned it becomes more and 
more apparent that in effect they mean real price regulation, 
and the sooner this is realized and the market ceases to struggle 
against it, the sooner normal conditions will return. 

During the week there have been uneasy feelings ex- 
pressed over the steadily receding prices on tomatoes, and all 
sorts of causes have been saught to explain the drop. One man 
says there are more tomatoes in existence than supposed; an- 
other that speculators are letting go; another that the canners 
with poor or no warehousing conditions are cleaning out before 
frost catches the goods. These are all the old market rigging 
devices, annually trotted out, but in our opinion they might 
all be consigned to the scrap heap, along with many other time- 
worn market excuses, for we are in new and completely 
changed conditions now. 

Food manufacturers and handlers might as well recognize 
that we now have effective price regulation; that with toma- 
toes, for instance, the Government’s price of $1.70 on No. 3 
standard is the market price, and that quotations may not sink 
to that level in one slide, but that inevitably they will reach 
that point and stay there, with possible occasional changes up 
or down, according to the humor of the buyers or sellers. But 
that is the rallying point for tomatoes until another packing 
season, insured by that little clause which insists upon sellers 
disposing of their holdings regardless of replacement values. 
Some jobbers are putting out tomatoes at very much lower than 
$1.70, because they were bought at low prices as futures, which 
helps bring the market down; but as no producer is obliged to 
sell for less than $1.70, buyers will have to replace at that 
figure and then resell upon a fair and reasonable profit. 

And what is true of tomatoes will work out, as well, in 
corn, though more slowly, as the supplies of corn in first hands 
are very small. Here the jobbers may have to part with their 
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stocks of canned corn, almost the whole pack of which was 
bought as futures around 90c to $1.00, for very much less than 
the present market prices of canned corn. The Government’s 
price on canned corn will again be the rallying point, as it will 
in peas and string beans, salmon, etc. Rumore are now heard 
that corn is sagging in price; that salmon is lower, and peas 
easier. It seems pretty certain that these rumors will turn 
into realities very soon. 

Canners of those articles which are not included in the 
licensed lists may be figuring that they are free to do as they 
please with prices. A word of warning here may not be amiss. 
The Government is making a very careful and thorough investi- 
gation into the costs of all kinds of canned and preserved 
foods; and it must be remembered that the Food Control Law 
prohibits everything but fair and reasonable profits in all 
foods, whether listed under license requirements or not. There 
will be a way found to control prices in these other articles as 
well as in those specified. It would be an unfortunate thing for 
a canner or dealer in these “other”? items to lose his license— 
and thereby his business—through unfair profits on articles 
which constitute so small a proportion of his business. The 
Food Control Law forbids unfair profits, and we expect to see 
this reach right down to the grower, for during this war old 
Supply & Demand seem to have been permanently interned if 
not interred. Our Government is making a world record in 
striving to place this war on a cost basis free of unrestricted 
profits, which have been the bane of all past wars, so far as the 
consumer is concerned; and certainly no man will find objec- 
tion to this plan. But to do this supply and demand had to 
be relegated to the scrap heap, for it was always the lack of 
supply and the excess of demand that made the profiteer pos- 
sible in the wars of old. The canned foods market is no ex- 
ception, but the canner will find the same rule applies to the 
things he has to buy as well as to those he has to sell, and so 
he will share in the benefits. Fair and reasonable profits will 
be allowed and will be made, despite the groans we now hear 
from those who see their anticipated big profits slipping away 
from them. Canners are not included, as a body, in this class, 
and some are heavy loosers, owing to too high costs of produc- 
tion. Another year these unfortunates will fully realize that 
they cannot pay excessive prices for the products to can, and 
they will stop canning when the market goes beyond their 
reach. 

These facts are what are giving the market pause, and in 
addition the supplying of futures to the jobbers is keeping the 
market quiet, as it annually is at this season of the year. 


NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS. 


Special Train to Boston.—The Canned Goods Exchange 
has decided to run another special train to the 1918 Canners’ 
Convention, and so popular have these “personally conducted 
tour@#’ become that the mere announcement of this fact is 
enough to insure a full and overflowing special. The Commit- 
tee in charge of this train, this time, is composed of J. W. 
Simmons, American Can Co., chairman; J. F. Coale, Atlantic 
Can Co.; R. A. Rouse, Continental Can Co.; H. P. Strasbaugh, 
chairman of Tomato Section, and Jos. Shriver, president Mary- 
land Canners’ Association. In this way the train becomes, 
this year, a combined Exchange and Maryland Canners’ Asso- 
ciation special. It looks very much like the “Standing Room 
only” sign will quickly be hung out, and for that reason we 
suggest that you write the Chairman of the Committee making 
reservation for yourself or party; but it would be better to 
make individual rather than group reservations. You can 
leave the time and date to the Committee, as it will be wisely 
chosen. 

The Canned Goods Exchange Meeting.—The first regular 
meeting of the Canned Goods Exchange, for several months, 
was called to order in the Emerson Hotel on Tuesday, Nov. 


13th, at 7 P. M., with more than sixty present. During the 
rush season the regular monthly meetings were passed, but 
there have been many special meetings which took their place, 
And the manner of meeting at night, instead of in the early 
afternoon or midday, is an innovation which the Exchange 
voted to continue in the future. A tasty luncheon of chicken 
potpie, with coffee, dessert and cigars, was served, at the ex- 
pense of the Exchange, but a note of sadness was sounded by 
the hotel management when it was stated that this is the last 
luncheon they can serve at the old, though higher than pre 
vious, price. Whether because of the luncheon or because of 
the gravity of the many important questions now before the in- 
dustry, the attendance has been so good, that it is not thought 
this luncheon feature will be done away with. 

Upon opening the business President Summers suggested, 
and it was so voted, that fitting resolutions upon the death of 
Mr. D. G.: Trench be drafted and that they be spread upon the 
minutes of the Exchange. 

The reports of the various committees were called for, but 
none of the chairmen had any to make, except D. H. Stevenson, 
of the Transportation Committee, who took occasion to formal- 
ly introduce Mr. G. Stewart Henderson, as head of the Traffic 
Bureau of the Exchange, in place of Mr. Sheridan. Mr. Sheri- 
dan’s services, as our readers know, have been commandeered 
by the Government, and he is now assistant to Mr. George 
Jackson, Vice-President of the Grain Division of the U. §. 
Food Administration, in Baltimore. Mr. Sheridan continues 
to watch over this feature, however, though he cannot give 
it his entire time, and in Mr. Henderson he has an able repre- 
sentative. Mr. Henderson, in a neat little speech, acknowl- 
edged the reception, and said he stood ready and willing to 
serve the Exchange to the best of his ability. And we can say 
that he is an accomplished young man, well versed in traffic 
regulations and in the handling of such problems. 

The Traffic Committee is now studying the requirements 
under the license system, wherein shippers are required to ship 
60,000 pounds to the carload. There seems to be very great 
difficulty in securing cars which will take this weight in canned 
foods, and as it is a grab-bag affair to get any kind of cars, 
some shippers are puzzled how to comply. It is certain the 
shipper cannot ask for and get just the kind of car he wants. 
He has to take what he can get, and in most cases this does 
not permit the fulfillment of the license requirement. It was 
shown that all shippers are loading cars to their limit, thus 
complying with the Government’s early request. 

Four new members made application and were voted in. 

During the meeting it was shown that the Federal Trade 
Commission has expert accountants in the field, going over the 
canners’ books in detail to secure first-hand information as to 
costs, etc. Some canners had hopes that these experts would 
be able to pass upon their methods of cost accounting, approv- 
ing them or pointing out wherein they erred, but it would seem 
this is not within the intentions of these experts. This Com- 
mission has devised a cost accounting system and it will be 
necessary for canners to adopt this system in their business. 
We had expected to publish this form in this issue, but will 
have to wait until next week. 

In making application for the special permits to can baked 
beans or dried peas it developed that these applications should 
be addressed to the U. S. Food Administration, Canned Foods 
Department, and not to the license division. And it would 
seem the Government intends to stop the packing of dried oF 
soaked peas, using such stocks for seed purposes. 

Mr. E. A. Kerr directed members’ attention to the fact 
that they must prepare for the approach of the Government 
next season; that the Government is arming itself with full 
information regarding the costs of canning, and that the cal- 
ners of the Tri-States should work together, through com- 
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High Speed Automatic Sanitary Can Machinery 


Bliss High Speed Top and Bottom Presses 


Perfect Work and Maximum Output 


Simplicity is the basis of this entirely automatic machine. There 
are no valves to leak or clog, nor is there any air compressor re- 
quired. It handles ends from 2 to 5 inches extreme diameter of 
flange. We build this machine in a larger size, No. 2, which takes 
ends from 4 to 9 inches extreme diameter of flange. 


When these machines are to be operated in cold climates, they may 
be arranged with a mixing pot which is used as a container for 
the compound, also to keep it at the proper consistency for im- 
mediate use. 


Patented Builders of the Complete Sanitary Line 


E. W. BLISS CO., 25 Adams Street, BROOKLYN, N. Y., U. S. A. 


Chicago Office: Peoples Gas Building. Detroit Office: Dime Bank Building. Cleveland Office: Union Bank Building. 
Offices in Europe: 100 Boulevard Victor, Hugo St. Ouen, Paris. Pocock St. Blackfriar’s Road, London, E. C. 


Evaporated and Condensed Milk CANS Fruit and Vegetable CANS Oyster and Shrimp CANS 
PHELPS CAN COMPANY 


To Insure 


Combined 
Deliveries Capacity 
to Customers Over 
THREE TWO HUNDRED 
SEPARATE MILLION CANS 
FACTORIES PER ANNUM 
ADDRES 


PHELPS CAN COMPANY 


Foot of Lawrence Street, Baltimore, Md. Weirton, Hancock Co., West Va. 
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NEW YORK MARKET 


Market very quiet—Government actions cause market on 
some articles to decline—Speculators releasing their 
holdings—Tomatoes lower and corn said to 
have sold at lower prices—Jobbers 
seem indifferent—Tendency is 
not to stock up—News 
Notes of this Big 
Market. 


Reported by Telegraph. 


New York, Nov. 16, 1917. 

The Market.—Taken as a whole trading in canned foods 
is closely approaching a standstill. Licensing has disclosed 
supplies of tomatoes, and perhaps some other articles which no 
one previously seemed to know existed, and the result is a 
lack of interest on the part of buyers, while Government prices 
did the rest. Full standard No. 3 tomatoes are offered with 
considerable freedom at $1.80, and some say they have been 
bought 5c less. Small holders, who bought for speculative pur- 
poes have considerable supplies of various goods which they 
would be glad to sell at reductions. They find it difficult to 
interest buyers, however, and in the opinion of some they are 
in a fair way to lose some of their investment. No one looked 
forward to such a drastic remedy for admitted evils as licens- 
ing and they thought to make a few dollars by purchasing and 
holding for the inevitable rise. Apparently they will not only 
lose the interest on their investment, but in some instances a 
portion of the investment itself. The regulations accompany- 
ing the license program do not provide for persons other than 
food dealers. What other holders of products will do it is im- 
possible to say now. They will suffer the consequence of at- 
tempting what has always heretofore been considered legiti- 
mate business, attempting to make money at the expense of 
those who must have food. Rumors of lower prices on corn 
are heard, but thus far nothing below $1.75 is named on Mary- 
land style. What the result of the present slowing up in trade 
will be no one can say. But very many well-informed factors 
are confident that lower prices will follow. 


Tomaotes.—It is possible to buy full standard Maryland 
No. 3s in any quantity desired at $1.80, and some are said to 
have accepted $1.75, though the lower figure is not yet con- 
firmed. Some are looking for a $1.60 market before very long. 
The licensing operations and Government prices have created 
a different situation and some holders are quite likely to feel 
its effects unpleasantly before they dispose of their speculative 
holdings. The figure named by the Government, $1.70, looks 
very attractive to many buyers who are disposed to argue that 
if the Government has decided $1.70 is enough after giving 
attention to all the details of production costs, then buyers 
should not pay more. No. 2s are offered at $1.25, while No. 
10s are still held at about spot figures, $7.60, though the Gov- 
ernment names $5.25. Jobbers are indifferent. They are 
under the impression that they will have no difficulty buying 
what they want at a lower price in the future. Because of 
these influences trade is dull and the market is weakening. 
Moreover, retailers are having difficulty in convincing con- 
sumers that they should have so much for a single can and this 
trade is easing off, too. Much of it will come back later, but 
for the time it is quiet, pending readjustment after the jolt 
of the license plan and the fixing of prices by the Government. 

Corn.—Rumors are afloat of lower prices on corn, but thus 
far it is impossible to buy Maryland Maine style below $1.75 
to $1.85, depending upon brand. Perhaps the lower price will 
come, but it hasn/t come yet, and until it does conditions can 
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hardly be said to have changed materially. 


Unquestionably, 
however, many think the supply is larger than they have been 


led to believe and the market is benefitting from that. Condj- 
tions are so firm that few buyers can obtain concessions. New 
York standard is quoted at $1.85 @2.10 on the spot, with fancy 
Maine style at $1.85@1.90. Western standards are firm at 
$1.75 @1.80 and fancy is held at $1.85@1.90. Maine fancy is 
quiet at $2.25@2.30. Buying is chiefly in small lots, and 
shaded prices are not common. 

Peas.—No change is reported in the market and sales are 
made in a small way only. Few buyers are attempting to stock 
up under present circumstances and the situation seems to 
offer no indication of change at the moment. However, the 
supply makes most holders firm in their views. Souther 
standards are quoted at $1.40@1.45, with sifted at $1.65 and 
extra sifted at $1.90. Seconds are firm at $1.30 and petit pois 
are held at $2.60, with little movement in progress. Soaked 
sweets are held at $1.10@1.15 and Western and State No. 5s 
are firm at $1.65. Not much interest is manifested by anyone 
connected with the business. 

String Beans.—The situation remains virtually unchanged 
from last week, with sales in small lots only and business ap- 
parently done merely to maintain supplies in some quarters. 
Buying over the retail counter is slow, high prices restricting 
movement, and inasmuch as practically all supplies are out of 
first hands, the situation doesn’t offer much promise of 
change. 

Asparagus.—The market is quiet, with little interest be 
yond supplying ordinary routine requirements. Mammota 
white No. 2% is offered at $3.50 and mammoth green at $3.25, 
with large white at $3.00 and large green at $2.70, while white 
tips are steady at $2.75 and green tips are little wanted at 
$2.60. 

Fruits.—The situation is about the same as last week. 
Sales of few varieties are liberal. Most interests are indif- 
ferent and are not urging business upon buyers. It is under- 
stood that supplies are more or jess restricted, but beyond that 
little definite information is available. 

Apples.—No. 10s are a shade easier, but it cannot be 
learned that sales have increased under the change. New York 
No. 10s are quoted on the spot at $5.75 and Southern No. 10s 
are $4.75, while Maine pack are quiet at $5.00 and Michigan 
offerings are held at $4.75. Movement in all these varieties is 
rather small, depending upon buyers’ requirements at the mo- 
ment. Not much is done for the future. 

Peaches.—The feeling in the trade is, perhaps, a shade 
better, though it is by no means as satisfactory as holders 
would like to see. However, it is quite impossible to change 
at present. California extra No. 2% lemon clings are held 
at $2.45 and extra standards at $2.25, with standards at $2.05. 
No. 2% standard yellow free are quoted at $2.00 and extra 
standards at $2.25. Maryland pack are held at about previous 
prices, with little movement to hold the interest of potential 
buyers. No. 10 pies are quoted at $3.75 and No. 3 pies are 
firm at $1.12%. No. 2 seconds yellow are firm at $1.35 and 
whites are steady at $1.30. No. 2 standard yellows are quoted 
at $1.55 and No. 3 standard whites at $2.05. Movement in 
all these varieties is light. 

Berries.—Not for years, if ever before, have berries beet 
as scarce at this season as today. Only No. 2 extra standard 
blackberries are quoted and on them the price is up to $2.00. 
It is possible to buy No. 2 extra strawberries at $2.05 and No. 


1 preserved at $1.20. Movement is limited under such con- 
ditions. 


Plums.—California pack are quoted at $1.45 for No. 2% 
standards and $1.80 for No. 2% extra standards. Not much 
buying is reported. 

Salmon.—Spot prices have not changed during the week, 
though the Government figures are so low and sales have fallen 
off considerably. Movement now seems to be confined to bare 


necessities of distributors. Licensing and various other influ- 
ences are working against a liberal movement in any grade, 
while high prices curtail them still more. Red Alaska is still 
held at $2.75 and pinks at $2.00. Chums are steady at $1.85 
and medium red is unchanged at $2.50. No. 1 flat Chinooks 
are up to $3.40 and halves are $2.00. Few are buying and 
none are seeking any considerable supplies for the future. It 
is difficult to get stock through from the Coast and deliveries 
are delayed because of this blockade. Holders are not quite 
ready to shade prices and the market is in a waiting attitude 
for the time. 

Sardines.—No change from the basis fixed by the Govern- 
ment is reported. Movement appears to be slow, probably no 
more than distribution calls for, and buyers appear indifferent 
about the future. Quarter-oil keyless are quoted at $5.00 and 
three-quarter keyless at $5.85. In cartons, quarter-oil key 
cans are held at $6.60 and quarter-key smoked at $6.75. One- 
quarter mustards are held at $6.00 and three-quarter keyless 
mustards at the same price. California halves are quoted at 
$1.00 and quarters at 80c, with little interest. The situation 
in foreign sorts is unchanged and supplies are so small that 
quotations are withdrawn. No fresh arrivals have come for- 
ward in months and no sign indicates further receipts. 

Oysters.—Not much business. Inquiry shows that not all 
interests are oblivious to the fact that oysters are obtainable, 
but few are buying. The same hesitancy that characterizes 
other articles is noticeable here as well. Three-ounce are 
quoted at $1.02% and 4-ounce at $1.07%, with 5-ounce 
$1.12%. 

Crab Meat.—Japanese pack is held firmly at quotations, 
but business is light and interest doesn’t seem to be growing. 
No. 1 is quoted at $19.00 and No. % at $24.00. 

Tuna.—Business seems to be confined to small lots. In- 
terest is not evident beyond satisfying these relatively small 
demands. California No. %s are held at $5.00; No. \%s at 
$8.00 and No. 1s at $13.00. 

Shrimp.—The market is steady, but with almost no buy- 
ing beyond routine sales. No. 1s are quoted at $1.25 and No. 
1%s at $2.50. HUDSON. 


NEWS OF NEW YORK 


Interesting Items Gathered in the Leading Market, About Trades and 
Traders 


By “HUDSON” 
Special Correspondent of ‘‘The Canning Trade’) 


Canned foods interests are not urging business one way 
or another, but are content to await the results of the Gov- 
ernment licensing and pricing before they decide what is best 
to do. Meanwhile trade is quiet, though of course in a great 
community like New York something is always done. It is 
quite impossible for this city to go without trade and whether 
it is pronounced dull or active is largely a matter of compari- 
son. One month’s supply for New York exceeds a year’s sup- 
ply for some other city. It is, therefore, rather difficult to 
determine from the general statements that are so numerously 
made whether or not business is quiet or active. Retailers are 
not doing anything to make trade better. They are holding 
up their prices, despite the fact that jobbers and others have 
receded from their extreme position. Maybe the retailer will 
see the necessity of doing as others are, but at present, as a 
whole, he is taking all the traffic will bear and is adding some- 
thing in some instances for good measure. 

The New York trade got another shock late last week 
when the Government announced that it would pay $1.75 for 
its own allotment of red Alaska salmon f. o. b. Seattle or San 
Francisco, instead of the regular market price of $2.75 now 
prevailing. The opening price was $2.35, but demand since 
has sent prices up another 40c, and at one time as high as 
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$2.80 was asked. The Government says that $1.75 is a fair 
price, assuring the canner a reasonable profit. If that is true, 
some buyers at $2.75 want to know why they have been 
charged what seems to be extortionate prices. Holders say 
that buyers have forced up the market on themselves by con- 
stant bidding. No more is left in first hands. The Government 
names $1.50 as a fair price on pinks. The market price is 
now $2.00. It isn’t easy to say what will happen. But the 
fact that salmon is virtually out of first hands, and the Gov- 
ernment is in no sense a competitor, will operate to lenve the 
situation about as it is. 

Most of the West Side traders who are to have licenses 
have them now and are doing business under them. 

A number of salmon factories along the lower Columbia 
River have closed for the year and will not reopen until next 
May, the beginning of the spring fishing season. The season 
just closed is reported excellent by most interests. 

A letter from San Francisco begs the indulgence of the 
Eastern trade for apparent delay in moving goods. It says 
that railroads are so congested and the supply of cars is so 
short it is almost impossible to get anything moved, while 
necessity has compelled the Government to commandeer the 


largest steamers on the Coast. The writer almost despairs of 
making his deliveries. 


The Government price on No. 3 tomatoes, $1.70 instead 
of $1.45, as announced some time ago, pleases the trade bet- 
ter. The prices east of the Rocky Mountains are: No. 2% 
standards, $1.50; No. 2s, $1.25; No. 3s, $1.70; No. 3 tall 5%4- 
inch cans, $1.80; No. 10s, $5.25. West of the Rocky Moun- 
tains: No. 2%, solid, $1.30; No. 2%, puree, $1.15; No. 3, 
solid, $1.45; No. 10s; solid, $3.90; No. 10, puree, $3.50. 

E. I. Rockwell, of Boston, was a trade visitor this week. 

A report from Vancouver says that dog salmon, which a 
year ago were priced at 5c each, are now selling at 60 each. 

The order stopping the canning of dried beans or peas 
doesn’t affect the New York trade seriously. It is understood 


that not many orders for these goods were taken connected 
with the trade in this city. 


John P. Wilbur, for years connected with U. H. Dudley 


& Co., has joined the staff of salesmen employed by Butler & 
Sargeant. 


Harry R. Maltz, of Decatur, Ind., was among the West 
Side grocers for a time one day this week. He was not en- 
thusiastic about the outlook for business in his vicinity. 

These figures represent the results of the negotiations 
conducted by canners and wholesale grovers to limit pork and 
bean packages to four standard sizes: No. 1 cans contain 11 


ounces; No. 2s, 1 pound 5 ounces; No. 3s, 2 pounds 2 ounces; 
No. 4s, 6 pounds 14 ounces. 


A hearing to determine the advisability of restricting fish- 
ing operations in the Copper River, its delta and tributaries in 
Alaska, will be given at Seattle on December 14 at the office 
of the United States Bureau of Fisheries. The recommenda- 
tion is made that fishing for salmon and other fish, in the tak- 
ing of which salmon are taken, or injured, be limited accord- 
ing to some rule which will help salmon. 


One cannery on the Pacific Coast has put up gray fish with 
more or less success. 


SUPPLY OF CHEMICALS LOW. 


National Canners’ Association. 

Washington, D. C., Nov. 10, 1917. 
The National Canners’ Association is advised by the U. S. 
Food Administration that the supply of chemicals for the year 
1918 will probably be insufficient to cover the use therefor. 
Caustic soda will be in paricular demand throughout the year. 
It would seem wise, under the circumstances, for those of the 
canning industry who may have occasion to use chemicals of 
any kind to anticipate their needs in ample time. Very truly 

yours, HENRY BURDEN, President. 
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CHICAGO MARKET 


No business in tomatoes at this time—Jobbers filling their 
future orders—Pulp in large cans is reduced in 
‘price—Mail order house selling corn at low 
prices—Whole market being readjusted 
to the new license selling plan 
—Iowa short on future 
pumpkin deliveries 
—News of this 
Big Market. 


Reported by Telegraph. 


Chicago, Nov. 16th, 1917. 

Everybody Licensed.—The licenses have come and every- 
body is now buying and selling canned foods under Federal 
supervision and regulation. Although considerable doubt ex- 
ists among the licensees as to the practical application of the 
Rules and Regulations and their interpretation, everybody is 
trying hard to comply to the best of his ability and under- 
standing. 

Nearly everyone received the license Saturday, November 
10th, and Monday, November 12th, those who had been over- 
looked or detained or delayed, and all have gone honestly and 
determinedly to work thrashing out the obstacles and getting 
down to business activities. 


Canned Tomatoes.—No buying or selling is to be reported 
from the market in any tomato products, as the arrival of fu- 
tures heavily has for the time being stocked up the market 
completely in all sizes and styles of canned tomatoes. The 
filling of the future orders of the retailers is now in full 
progress and is rapidly progressng. This absorbs the attention 
of the canned food buyers and takes up so much of their time 
that they are disinclined to consider any buying at all. The 
reduced prices in the East now being quoted as low as 10 per 


cent decline from about two weeks ago, do not seem to be at- 


tractive to buyers. 
Tomato pulp, which was eagerly sought for in No. 10 and 


in 5-gallon cans thirty days ago, is now to be had at a heavy 
reduction and is going begging for buyers. 


Canned Corn.—Purchasing is at a low ebb point, yet of-. 


ferings are very scarce. Very little canned corn is to be found 
in first hands, and it is well, for any pressure upon the market 
just now would cause the market to weaken and decline. 


The corn canners who have any stock left are wise by 
holding it patiently until it is wanted. The adjustment of 
business conditions and of prices of canned foods is going to 
take some time until an equilibrium is established. 


For illustration, the big mail order houses have taken the 
view that the Federal authorities require them to sell their 
goods on a reasonable margin of profit over actual cost with- 
out regard to replacement value or the present market price. 
They are, therefore, quoting extra standard No. 2 cans of corn 
at $1.30 per dozen to consumers, whereas I cannot buy any 
from canners for less than $1.65 f. 0. b. cannery, and they are 
quoting fancy No. 2 cans of Maine corn at $1.65 per dozen to 
consumers, whereas it cannot be bought from canners at any 
price, as they did not pack enough to fill their orders, and 
wholesale grocers have merely withdrawn their stocks from the 
market temporarily until there is an adjustment of values and 
until the low priced early purchases are exhausted. 


I understand that there has been some buying at the pres- 
ent market price in order to enable wholesalers to average up 
their costs, which under the ruling is permissible. 


Canned Peas.—The market is in the throes of readjust- 
ment, this being one of the articles handled under Government 
restrictions or license. Buyers are much more fastidious than 
they were several weeks ago and quite exacting as to quality. 
The inquiry is quite limited and offerings equally so. 

Canned Salmon.—Now that prices have “sagged” down 
to where the speculators can show that they are handling the 
article at a reasonable profit, they have halted and the decline 
has stopped. I sold a lot of No. 1 tall pink salmon this week 
at $1.87% f. o. b. Chicago, on which the buyer claimed that 
his profit was only ten cents per dozen gross, from which must 
be deducted one month’s warehouse storage and the brokerage. 
Prices f. o. b. Chicago for canned salmon are about as follows: 


No. 1 Tall Chum Salmon 


No. 1 Tall Standard Red Alaska Salmon............... 2.65 
No. % Flat Sockeye Salmon............... 1.95 


Speculation in this article is at a standstill, as buyers 
realize that stock will have to be carried over until late spring 
and that the buying for army supplies is likely to be nil until 
that time. 

Canned Pumpkin.—This is not a licensed or restricted 
article and it is seasonable. The buying has been very active 
for several weeks. It seems that Iowa canners sold largely of 
futures and have announced that their deliveries will be very 
short. 


What is Restricted.—It should be remembered that the 
Government control or license applies only to certain specified 
kinds of canned foods, namely, corn, peas, tomatoes, salmon, 
sardines and canned dried beans, condensed milk. 

Outside of this a buyer can buy or a seller can sell to his 
heart’s content and speculate, with the sky only as a limit. 
Even canned hominy is not restricted, though some think that 
it is included under the designation of canned corn, but the 
trade does not so understand. 


Canned Spinach.—This market has bought about one-fifth 
the quantity of spinach that it usually buys of the fall pack, 
because of the very high price at which it was held by Balti- 
more and other canners, as buyers are afraid it will not be 
consumed at the prices retailers must demand for it. Being an 
unrestricted article, prices are about one hundred per cent 
greater than ordinarily. I predict, however, that it will all 
be used. 

The Sixty-Day Clause.—The Rules and Regulations pro- 

vide that dealers are not to be supplied with more than enough 
goods to provide for their needs or probable needs for sixty 
days. : 
Another clause, however, says that such or the previous 
requirement shall not prevent the sale of such goods enough 
to fill his reasonable requirements during or throughout the 
period of scant or no production. 

In canned foods, which are always bought to provide for 
the period of scant or no production, the restriction is, there- 
fore, practically abrogated by the later clause. 

Wisconsin Convention.—The pea canners of Wisconsin 
held their big annual convention this week at Milwaukee, 
November 13, 14, 15. I may have something to say about it 
next week. A large attendance is present. 

A Friend at Court.—The wholesale grocery trade of Chi- 
cago has been indebted to A. N. Merritt, secretary of the 
Wholesale Grocers’ Exchange of Chicago, for recent courtesies. 
The Exchange has loaned him to the Food Administration Bu- 
reau, and he has gone to Washington, D. C. (117 Maryland 
avenue, Northeast), to serve his country. 

An abler or better posted man for such work could not 
have been selected. For though still a young man and full of 
energy, ambition and patriotism, he is a graduate of Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, and of the Law School of Chicago University, 
and one of the most thorough and accomplished experts in this 
country; and then he knows the world and its people, having 
sailed all over the seven or fourteen seas when a young man as 
an adventurous sailor before he settled down in Chicago. He 
is an excellent public speaker and has a knowledge of several 
foreign languages and is a well-versed student of the philos- 
ophy of commerce. Canners and trade paper editors will re- 
member him as a member and secretary and treasurer of the 
Publicity Committee of the big Dried Foods Week promotion 
in 1913 and 1914. I have given his residence address and his 
office address is care of the United States Food Administrator, 
Washington, D. C. If you want a little special information, I 
have no doubt he will try to help you. 

Resales.—Brokers are,up against it hard as to “resales be- 
tween wholesalers.”’ 

The wholesalers maintain that they cannot sell to another 
jobber in any but small quantities for temporary purposes, and 
that such resales, provided they are likely to increase the 
price of the product to the public, are regarded with great dis- 
favor by the Government, which desires goods to go into con- 
sumption in as direct line as possible. Chicago wholesalers, 
therefore, claim that resale of goods in quantities to other 
wholesalers cannot be safely made except by applying to the 
Government for a special permit. 

Convention Week.—This a great week for ‘‘gatherings” 
among the canners out here in the Central West, and the meet- 
ing of the Western Canners’ Association at Hotel Sherman, 
Chicago, on November 16th and 17th, today and Saturday, is 
expected to be ‘‘a whale of a meeting.” WRANGLER. 
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CRARY BROKERAGE COMPANY TRADE-MARKS REGISTERED. 


It is important that your brands be duly registered in the Pat: nt 


PACKERS’ SALES AGENT Office to safeguard the title and stop unlawful use or unintentional 
WISCONSIN CANNED PEAS new brands in use, frequently prevents 
WAUKESHA, WIS. 

EDWARD DUVALL 
e] Bond Building. Washington, D. C. 


P. A. VAN HEEDEN 
CONSULTING CHEMIST 
SPECIALIST IN CANNING AND PRESERVING 


Analytical, Bacteriological and Research Work. Factory Efficiency 
Service. Chemical Engineering. 


88 Tonnele Avenue JERSEY CITY, N. J. 


To Save Money See the 


“Wanted & For Sale” Ads 


CANTON COMPANY 
2501 to 2515 Boston St. Baltimore, Md. 
PACKING BOXES | 


Made up or in Shooks. _ Cargo or Carload, 
Aa. 4 
The Louis Hilfer 
(CANNOT e ul er 0 an 
\ UNLESS You INCORPORATED 1902 
PROSPER Canned Foods Brokers Dried§ Fruits 
- People's Life Bullding INDIANASOLIS - Hume Mansur Bigg. 


WAKEM & McLAUGHLIN, Inc. 


WAREHOUSEMEN AND DISTRIBUTORS 


Operating 
“Importers’ Warehouses” 
North Pier, Chicago—Tel. Central 6241—All Departments 
Eight Warehouses with Track and River Frontage 
Money Advanced on Warehouse Stocks 


BOYLE 


Baltimore Maryland. 
Manufacturers of PACKERS AND SANITARY CANS. 
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SOME ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND OP- | 
PORTUNITIES IN THE CANNING IN- 
DUSTRY ALONG TECHNICAL LINES. 


An Address Before The American Chemical Society 
By H. A. Baker, Chemist, American Can Co. 


There are produced in the United States at the present 
time about thirty-two million base boxes of tin plate per an- 
num. About five million base boxes are exported and approxi- 
mately one-half the balance is used in making containers for 
canned food. That is, the equivalent of nearly five billion No. 
2 or 1% pound cans are being packed this year. 

The canning industry is nothing more or less than kitchen 
activity carried out on a large scale, with mechanical labor- 
saving devices. Food laws and evolved trade custom and eth- 
ics define canned food as natural products, with or without 
added salt and sugar, plus water when desirable or necessary, 
sterilized and preserved by heat alone. The point that natur- 
ally arises is why should any chemist be needed in an industry 
that is so simple as this. Some developments and work in this 
connection might, therefore, prove interesting because more 
chemists are needed than are engaged in the industry at the 
present time. 

Up to about nine years ago chemists exerted very little in- 
fluence in the development of this industry. Of course, every 
one is familiar with the fact that the industry was founded on 
a basic scientific discovery, but it was developed largely by 
shrewd experiments, usually without technical education. It is 
true that valuable assistance was rendered from time to time by 
technical men, usually associated with colleges, but the indus- 
try did not have on its own payrolls men with technical 
training. 

The Department of Agriculture gave some attention to 
canned foods which was helpful, but for considerable time their 
help was along critical and not constructive lines, which is in 
sharp contrast to their present activities. ; 

In 1912 the canning industry had become sufficiently pro- 
gressive to have developed a strong national organization tor 
self-development, education, dissemination of statistics and ac- 
tivities along many other lines than marketing. It was then 
prepared to go one step further and establish a National Can- 
ners’ Association Technical and Research Laboratory. This 
was accomplished through the assistance of generous donations 
from some of the allied industries. This development opened 
the opportunities for much experimental work on a large scale 
of a co-operative nature, that hitherto had been difficult, if 
not impossible. The Department of Agriculture has looked 
very favorably on the Association Laboratory, and has co- 
operated with it on several large investigations in connection 
with various industrial manufacturing concerns, supplying the 
tin plate, steel and cans for the trade. This machinery for 
co-operation is so complete and safeguarded from bias that 
investigations of national scope can be carried out and the re- 


sults accepted, both by the trade and the technical men of the 
country. 


It might be well at this point to give an outline of some 
of the problems that are studied, as well as those yet to be 
worked on. In doing this we will not attempt to make any in- 
dividual mention of technical men or labratories, the main 
point being to disclose somewhat the nature of the work and 
the field for technical men in the canning and allied industries. 

To begin with, we would point out that it has been found 
the work involves two sets of technical men; those who are 
straight technical men with superficial knowledge of the prac- 
tical end of the work, and technical men with a broad and ade- 
quate knowledge of laboratory work, who are primarily busi- 
ness men with some executive ability. It will be readily seen 


that this arrangement is much more satisfactory than the usual 
one where purely practical and business men have the responsi- 
bility for the direction of technical activities. While canning 
work is merely kitchen work on a large scale, it involves the 
use of high-speed machinery, concentrating and cooking de- 
vices, elimination of air and gas in the product, proper sealing 
temperatures and exhaust, proper closure, proper cooking tem- 
perature, as well as proper preparation of the food for canning. 

Innumerable problems arise connected with spoilage, qual- 
ity, appearance, discoloration, consistency, etc. Many of them 
can hardly be answered from the laboratory and must be 
worked out by practical experimentation in a factory. For 
instance, a few parts per million of copper in canned corn from 
cooking utensils will turn it a dark gray. A very minute 
amount of copper will turn canned shrimp black. If evap- 
orated milk does not receive the proper heat treatment after 
condensing, it will not stand sufficient processing to sterilize it 
without causing coagulation of caesin and separation of cream. 
If condensed milk is not properly prepared in regard to the 
proportions of milk solids, sugar, and water, and if the cans 
are not properly sterilized before filling and asceptic methods 
of filling are not used, yellow discoloration and spoilage of the 
product will occur. If corn is not properly pre-heated before 
canning, the resultant product is watery and separates. If 
string beans are not properly blanched, the product is either 
too tough or is slimy. If red cherries are held in cold water 
too long, they will turn brown after canning. If cherries are 
packed in too heavy a syrup they will become very tough. If 
clam juice is extracted at too high a temperature it will turn 
black in the can. It will be seen that any of these problems, if 
carried to a consulting chemist outside of the industry, would 
cause him endless trouble, and could not be solved by analytical 
work. 

A curious difficulty arose some time ago in connection 
with canned apples from a certain section of the country. 
These apples perforated tin containers very badly, spoilage was 
enormous, and there seemed no way of stopping the trouble. 
A peculiar thing was that these apples which caused the trouble 
only contained about one-half as much acid as apples packed 
in neighboring States that caused no trouble. A certain chem- 
ist figured out from observing the drop in the water line of the 
cans that there must have been more air in these apples than 
in those that did not perforate. Actual tests showed this to 
be the case. It was found practicable to vacumize these apples 
under water, in which case the exhausted air cells became filled 
with water, when the vacuum was released, and it was found 
that apples packed after this treatment, on a large scale, had 
not the slightest tendency to perforate the containers. Because 
of the urgency and extremely heavy losses, it was necessary to 
jump directly from a small laboratory experiment in glass to a 
factory installation capable of handling millions of pounds of 
apples in a season. Peculiarly enough the installation worked 
perfectly from the start. 

About three-quarters of all the Hawaiian pineapple that is 
packed is vacuumized for quite another reason. It was found 
that if the sliced pineapple was vacuumized that on releasing 
of the vacuum the free jhice on the outside of the slice, enter- 
ing into the emptied air cells of the fruit, would change the 
color instantly from a rather unattractive white color to @ 
rather standard yellowish color, which gives the appearance 
of perfectly ripened fruit. 

For a long time the waste of the trimmings and the small 
pineapples was a dead loss. Some chemists went to work and 
now small pineapples and trimmings are crushed, the juice 
clarified, acid removed, and the syrup concentrated and used in 
canning in the place of sugar. There is approximately a pound 
to a pound and a half of cane sugar in one gallon of fresh pine- 
apple juice. This is now being used, and has lowered the cost 
to the consumer of canned pineapple. 
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Factory 
Wanted 


NOW e 
OYSTER STEAM BOX 3 | | 
Business men who are interested in 


With Improved foods, and who are considering the estab- 
Hinged Door lishment of a cannery in their locality, are 

: . looking for the site NOW, so as to be in 
Making the work 


readiness for the 1918 season. 
Lighter and Quicker 


If you wish to sell your factory, now 
is the proper time to let the industry know 


Edw. Renneburg & Sons Co. it. A small advertisement on the For Sale 
Machine and Boiler Works page during the next month will bring you 

ies. Th . Wi 
2639 Boston St. Sieiteeann: inn: many replies. The same sort of adv. will 


buy or sell machinery for you. 
Works: Atlantic Wharf, Boston St. and Lakewood Ave. 


“AMS” No. 128 HIGH SPEED DOUBLE SEAMER 


Capacity 60 to 70 Cans Per Minute Completely Automatic 


Straight Line Automatic Can Feed, which means high 
speed without spilling contents. 


‘‘No Cover—No Can; No Can—No Cover’’ device. 


Changes from one size can to another in fifteen minutes 
or less. 


No cams or levers to get out of order. 
Lubrication perfect. 


Adjustments require no skill, and are easily and quickly 
made. 


All parts easy of access. 
Cost of upkeep very small. Worn parts easily replaced. 


: We build complete lines for the canmaker or cannery. 
i 2s Let us quote you on your next proposition. 


THE MAX AMS MACHINE CO., Chas. M. ams, President Bridgeport, Conn., U. S. A. 
Chicago Office, 39 S. La Salle St. Agent, W. E. Hughes & Co., London, E. C., England 


= 
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Great changes have taken place in the methods of meat 
packing in the last few years, and have saved over one-half the 
labor costs of canning. It was considered for a long time 
necessary to seal meat products in cans under vacuum on ac- 
count of the sensitiveness of meat products to discoloration 
when cooked in the presence of air. It was pointed out and 
demonstrated by chemists that by changing the type of can, and 
filling it so full that very little air space is left in it, and by 
merely steam-heating the product before sealing, that better 
results could be obtained than was possible with the vacuum 
system. The labor cost was cut in half and an enormous sav- 
ing resulted. 

Cooking large cans of approximately gallon size had al- 
ways been an expensive matter, and involved much loss on ac- 
count of the internal strain on a can of large area. Extremely 
heavy weights of tin plate were demanded, and still “‘buckles” 
occurred, the plate was broken and spoilage resulted in cooking 
when the surrounding counter-balancing steam pressure on the 
outside of the cans was released. Simple pressure cooling de- 
vices were evolved, which eliminated all trouble and loss on 
this score, besides reducing the cost of the container. 

Methods of analyzing tin plate have been developed in a 
certain laboratory, which designed a machine that enables four 
men in an eight-hour day to turn out one thousand analyses of 
tin plate. 

Much technical work has been done on tomato products. 
Sanitary methods of handling, sorting and cleansing have been 
devised so that it is possible to make tomato pulp, puree, 
ketchup, etc., with a minimum count of yeasts, mold and 
spores. Methods have been worked out that are simple enough 
to be applied by the average factory to control the finishing 
point, or density, of tomato concentrated products. Chaos pre- 
viously reigned in this manufacture, and the loss and miscul- 
culations were surprisingly large. Some of the canners boiled 
their product, allowed it to stand, drained off the liquor which 
settled at the bottom, little dreaming that in this way they 
were losing most of the sugar and flavor, and a very high per- 
centage of solids. Much more profitable manufacture and elim- 
ination of waste resulted from concentrating the liquor as well 
as the pulp. 

A great deal of work has been done on the cause of bac- 
terial spoilage in canned food. This trouble is always occa- 
sioned by one of two things: either a minute defect in the can, 
or under-sterilization. All of the arts of can making, all the de- 
vices for testing,and the cunning of the bacteriologist are neces- 
sary in arriving at the cause of spoilage in many instances. 
lt will be reaily understood that successful work along these 
lines means the elimination of loss—that is, conservation of 
food materials and reduction in the cost of food to the con- 
sumer. It is not necessary to cite innumerable examples along 
these lines, for enough has been given to indicate the nature of 
the problems and possibilities of their solution. We should, 
however, mention two pieces of work that were done co-oper- 
atively through the organization previously described in con- 
nection with the National Canners’ Association Laboratory. 

A general survey was made of the absorbed tin in all types 
of canned foods in all types of containers, with the various 
weights, or thicknesses of tin coating, both plain and enameled. 
It can be predicted at the present time approximately how 
many milligrams of tin per kilogram of food there will be in 
any tin can, with any product, in a given space of time, and 
whether or not the can should be plain or enameled. 

Another extremely large experiment was carried out on 
determining the relative value of different weights of tin coat- 
ings on tin containers, and it was found that for all general 
purposes, except one, there was practically no difference in the 
protective value of tin coating running between one pound and 
two pounds of tin per base box. Approximately the same num- 
ber of breaks, or minute defective spots, in tin coating, is 
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found. irrespective of the weight of the tin coating, and if dis- 
coloration trouble develops it cannot be taken care of by extra 
weight of tin coating. The product itself must be sO~prepared 
and handled that it will not attack the container in such a way 
as to cause discoloration. 

Consider for a moment the element of conservation in- 
volved in this. Supposing tin plate were to be manufactured 
which carried half a pound of tin coating more per base box, 
which, of course, would be passed on to the consumer. On 
thirty million base boxes of tin plate that would be fifteen mil- 
lion pounds of tin a year, or approximately seven million dol- 
lars. Not only would there be the burden of unnecessary cost, 
but the actual waste of the world’s mineral resources which 
should be conserved. The experiment itself cost only about 
fifty thousand dollars. 

When one speaks of conservations in the food industry the 
usual thought is merely the saving of some waste or by-prod- 
uct, the question narrows down in the people’s minds to some 
such question as taking care of potato peelings. Conservation 
on its broader side is most concerned with developing new and 
better ways of doing things, involving a saving of labor, money 
and materials, together with the enhancement of quality, and 
benefit to the public. It is true that there are plenty of waste 
products to work up in the canning industry, but it is also true 
that the more promising field is the new developments. At the 
present time only fifty per cent of tomatoes delivered at the 
factory are turned out in the canned food product. Thousands 
of tons of pear peelings are wasted because they do not make a 
vinegar that tastes like vinegar. Thousands of tons of fish 
scrap, particularly on the Pacific Coast and Alaska, are wasted 
because easy and profitable methods of getting the value out 
of them have not been devised. Enormous quantities of green 
corn cobs are allowed to ferment and are used for fertilizer 
and cattle food, when it is well known that there is much more 
sugar left in th cob than was taken off in the corn. Probably 
many kinds of bacteria which at present only destroy food 
could be made to do useful work, producing useful substances 
and chemicals, if they were thoroughly studied and put to 
work. Enormous quantities of sea food, which cost nothing to 
grow, are at present unused by the human family because no 


one has prepared them in a way that would make them pal- 
atable and attractive. Enormous quantities of shark and gray 
fish are not used because they happened to contain a small 
quantity of urea, which in cooking turns into ammonia. The 
Department of Agriculture is giving this matter attention, and 
they, or other chemists, will probably succeed in making this 
sea food as palatable and popular as tuna fish, which for a 
long time was absolutely ignored. It was a huge, slimy, soft, 
unattractive looking fish, that was so repulsive in its natural 
state that no housewife or cook would buy it and prepare it for 
the table. Somebody found out that if it were properly heated 
that the soft flesh coagulated into firm flesh of attractive ap- 
pearance. When it was cut up into small portions and canned, 
it became very popular, and millions of cases of this fish are 
now consumed. 


It is not necessary to point out specifically a lot of things 
that lie waiting for chemists to do in the food industry and 
allied industries, because specific definitions tend to paralyze 
the imagination, and it is much better for individuals to ham- 
mer out their work along their own lines than to assign them 
definite and limited tasks, 


It is, of course, proper to tell the American public that it 
should not neglect its chemists, and that if it will give the 
chemists a chance they will show how to save waste, reduce 
costs, and make life more comfortable and easy. This is one 
end of the problem, the other end being the chemist himself. 
He has to go out and dig up things for himself to do, and then 
act as salesman and sell himself to do them. After ali, is that 
not fair, provided the chemist is fully warned and told by his 
teachers that that is what the game is, and that is the way he 
will have to play it? . 

The canning field is broader every day, and inviting some 
men of technical training to its assistance. Many other tech- 
nical men should invite themselves, because the work is there, 
and the results are to be obtained, and the public is waiting for 
the results. 
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Have YOU investigated 
the STRONG Box? 


Here is a transcript from 
a letter just received: 


“Car Strong boxes arrived O. K. 
After packing and shipping them 
out, we want to say we are much STRONG 
pleased with them. 


Boxes 
‘Please enter our order for an- supplied 
other car, approximately ten thous- by 
and No. 2’s. 
‘‘We would like to secure the The J. M. Raffel Co., 
Agency for this section’’. Baltimore, Md. 
(name on request) The Chas. Boldt Paper Mills Co., 


Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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THE PRUSSIAN MILITARY 
AUTOCRACY. 


By David F. Houston, Secretary of Agriculture. 


[Nors—We are supposed to speak of nothing but canned foods 
or matters directly related thereto. However here is a matter that 
everyone should read and study. We are at war, and, that fact 
supersedes everything else, and it is the duty of everyone to 
know what this war means and what we are fighting for. Here is 
the clearest and most authentic explanation possible, and we urge 
all,our readers to study and remember it.—Editor.} 

What is this Prussian military autocracy against which is 
arrayed four-fifths of the world? How has such an influence 
persisted in a nation which many have regarded as foremost in 
science, in sociology, and in some respects in community living? 
Does it really exist? Many Americans find difficulty in believ- 
ing that there is such a force today in Germany. This is nat- 
ural. Until recently they have for the most part thought al- 
most exclusively in terms of German art, education, science, in- 
cluding medicine, and industry. For many generations Amer- 
icans went to school in Germany. German university training 
was considered almost a prerequisite for academic advance- 
ment. German industry was known to be making giant strides. 
Germany was assumed to stand for the maximum of efficiency 


in everything. It was the home of science, the final expression 
of modernism. 


In respect to all these things the world’s impressions con- 
tained a large amount of error. Germany has never been su- 
preme in science. In discovery, in creative science, and in 
invention she has lagged behind England and France and has 
been inferior to this country. Her peculiar merit has been that 
she has made a system of science, organized it back of industry 
and especially back of those industries which are fundamental 
to military pursuits and has applied it intelligently and per- 
sistently. Especially in applied chemistry has her achievement 
been marked. In industry her chief performance has been to 
organize it through every possible form of State aid or support. 
Prussia in particular has been highly organized at the top. 
She is really a great public corporation for military and indus- 
trial purposes. She is a feudal estate writ large and, as such, 
well administered. She has been overorganized and organized 
on an unsound basis; and there is truth in the assertion that 
much of her dissatisfaction with pre-war conditions was due 
to the unwholesomeness of her economic situation. In a meas- 
ure she was trying to lift herself by her bootstraps. She was 
strong at the top and weak at the bottom. Taking it by and 
large, Prussia is not and never has been as efficient as the 
United States or Great Britain. These have been insufficiently 
organized at the top, but they have been immensely strong in 


their foundations; and what organization they have had has 
been in the main for peace and not for war. 


Americans, even those who travel and read much, have 
not concerned themselves deeply about foreign political institu- 
tions. They have taken note of what lay on the surface and 
have not always carefully e€xamined it. They have observed 
that German cities are orderly and clean, that Germany is a 
confederation, and that suffrage for the Reichstag is universal. 
It was not unnatural for them hastily to assume that German 
institutions were modern, as her science was, and that they 
were therefore democratic. It is not uncommon for people to 
be deceived by names and appearances, especially in politics. 

To understand Germany politically we must examine her 
history and fix our attention on Prussia. There are two Ger- 
manies today—modern Germany, Germany of the masses, kind- 
ly, orderly, and industrious; political Germany, governmental 


Germany, medieval, absolutist, miltarist aggressive. The latter 
is passing; the former is the Germany of tomorrow. 


The Start of the Hohenzollerns. 


About the fime of the discovery of America, the Hohen- 
zollern family ruled over an insignificant tract surrounding the 
village of Berlin. In 1611, its power was extended by the union 
of the Mark’ of Brandenburg and the Duchy of Prussia. Ip 
1640 a strong character, Frederick William, came into power, 
He exercised despotic rule, but put his house in order and de- 
veloped a relatively strong standing army with which to make 
further headway by force as opportunity might offer. In 1688, 
the date of the Restoration in England, and the beginning of 
her orderly constitutional government, Frederick the Third, an 
ambitious individual, became head of the house. His title was 
Elector of Brandenburg and Duke of Prussia. He was anxious 
for recognition, for the title of King. The War of the Spanish 
Succession was about to begin. His overlord, the Holy Roman 
Emperor, needed assistance. Frederick was prepared to trade 
and promised the aid of his army in exchange for the title of 
Elector of Brandenburg and King of Prussia. This he secured 
in 1701. Here was the first phase of the contact with Austria, 


the last of which is seen in our own day in the complete sub- 
ordination of Austria to Prussian influence. 


A violent, brutish person, Frederick William the First, be- 
gan to reign in 1713. Like his ancestors he kept his eye on the 
main chance, husbanded his resources, and added to his army, 
which at his death numbered 80,000, an immense trained force 
for that day and time. He, too, was ready by force to add to 
his patrimony at the expense of any convenient neighbor. It 
was left to his successor to make use of what he had prepared. 
In 1740 the Emperor of Austria, Charles the Sixth, the last of 
the male line of Hapsburgs, died. He had bound the leading 
powers by solemn pledge to recognize as his successor his 
daughter, Maria Theresa. Frederick the Great promptly gave 
Maria Theresa strong assurance of friendship and support, hav- 
ing it in mind at the very time to commit a crime against her. 
He suddenly moved his army against her province of Silesia, 
and after eight years of desperate warfare appropriated it. He 
at least made no pretense of virtue,and is reported to have said: 
“Ambition, interest, and the desire of making people talk about 
me carried the day and I decided for war.’’ 


Prussia Unaffected by Liberal Movements. 


Prussia was defeated and humiliated by Napoleon in a 
quick campaign in 1806, but the liberal movements of the pe- 
riod scarcely affected her. She bided her time and laid her 
plans. Her next considerable advance was made in 1864, when 
she induced Austria to join her in taking Schleswig and Hol- 
stein from Denmark. Austria received Holstein; and in 1866 
Prussia picked a quarrel with her and quickly vanquished her, 
appropriating Holstein and annexing Hanover, Hesse, Nassau, 
and Frankfort, which had taken sides with Austria. Thus she 
rounded out her territory. When the Prussian Parliament pro- 
tested that force was not a sufficient justification for what had 
been done to Denmark Bismarck replied: ‘Our right is the 
right of the German nation to exist, to breathe, to unite.’’ The 
claim of a place in the sun, the doctrine of necessity, and the 
right of might are not of recent appearance in Prussian his- 
tory. They have been the outstanding characteristics of her 
thinking and practice since she emerged from medieval ob- 
scurity. 

The next step was the crushing of France in 1870-71, the 
annexation of Alsace-Lorraine and the imposition of Prussian 
leadership on Germany under the guise of a confederation. No 
wonder Bernhardi wrote: ‘‘The lessons of history confirm the 
view that wars which have been deliberately provoked by far- 
seeing statesmen have had the happiest results.’”’ No wonder 
Prussia believes that a great army is the corner-stone of her 


well-being as a nation and that war is a positive good if it 
succeeds. 


So Prussia has come to dominate Germany. She now seeks 
to dominate the whole of Central Europe and a part of Asia; 
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and, if she gains what she wants in this war, she will per- 
sistently lay her plans for the next great aggressive move. 

Prussia is Germany. She has three-fifths the area and 
five-eighths the population. The German Empire is a federa- 
tion only in name. Bismarck’s aim was to make Prussia su- 
preme in Germany and Germany supreme in Europe. He knew 
how to do the job. This is the underlying fact: Prussia is 
Germany and Prussia politically is feudal. In such a system 
sovereignty is the private right of rulers. The prince may deal 
with his people as private individuals do with their lands. Re- 
cently we had a clear, practical illustration of this in Germany. 
The ruler of Waldeck got into debt. He could not raise the 
money to equip his army. He therefore sold his rights, his 
possessions, and his peoples to. the King of Prussia and went 
to Italy to live on his income. The people exist for the Govern- 
ment and not the Government for the people. Frederick Wil- 
liam was not joking when he wrote: “Salvation belongs to the 
Lord and everything else is my affair,’’ or again, ‘‘We are lord 
and king and can do what we will.’’ Neither was the present 
Kaiser when he asserted: ‘‘We Hohenzollerns take our crown 
from God alone and to God alone are we responsible in the ful- 
fillment of our duty.’’ He was simply revealing the true in- 
wardness of his royal medieval mind and of Prussian politics, 
speaking from the background of centuries of feudal traditions. 
Prussia is a feudal State. It practices paternalism on a large 
scale in this modern day as did the Duchy of Prussia on a 
small scale centuries ago. It asserts the divine right of the 
king and of aristocrats to rule. 


Landowners and Industrial Leaders Control. 


Prussian governmental arrangements today of all grades 
are the legal expression of the economic interests and domina- 
tion of the large landowners and of their recent allies, the 
great industrial leaders. Feudal estates still persist in the 
kingdom, with their principal strongholds in East Prussia, 
Posen, and Pomerania. In Prussia 31 per cent of the land is 
in estates of over 250 acres, large holdings for central and 
western Europe; in Posen 55 per cent, and in Pomerania 52 
per cent. The average size of 8,365 estates in East Prussia is 
1,132 acres; of 2,793 in Pomerania 1,380 acres. Many of these 
are very large and are owned by descendants of feudal lords. 
The great landholder, the junker, is an individualist, indepen- 
dent, militairstic, conservative, in favor of armed strength, 
condescending to inferiors, with a feeling for power, and with 
the instincts of a soldier, a supporter of monarchy as long as 
monarchy has a strong arm and supports him and his interests. 
At first the junker fought the new industrial class, but a recon- 
ciliation was effected and recently the powerful leaders of the 
two classes have co-operated. The caste system prevails every- 
where. Society is stratified and the individual in each stratum 
is trained for his duties in his particular sphere. Education 
and society, as well as the army, are organized on this basis; 
and there is no small truth in the witticism that “every Prus- 
sian is satisfied because he has somebody below him to kick.” 


Royalty, the junkers, and the great industrial leaders run 
Prussia and Prussia runs Germany. 


The Reichstag Not Representative. 

“But,” it may be asked, ‘““How can this be? The Reichstag 
is the popular house of the imperial parliament and its mem- 
bers are elected by universal suffrage. Is this not conclusive 
evidence of popular participation and control?” Let us see. 
In the first place, the electoral districts for the Reichstag have 
not been changed since they were formed in 1871, when Ger- 
many was dominantly agricultural, rural. The great increase 
in population has been in the cities and these are the homes of 
the liberals and radicals. It would have been dangerous to 
change the districts. This would have given the liberals and 
radicals full representation. Today Berlin should have at least 
20 representatives, and elects only eight. The number of vot- 


ers in agricultural districts equal to those of Berlin returned 
48 members. In 1907 twenty seats were won by the conserva- 
tives with an average vote of 10,500, and six by socialists with 
an average vote of 77,500. The average vote for all socialist 
members was 67,000 and for all conservatives 25,680. The sig- 
nificance of this can readily be seen, when it is stated that out 
of 12,260,000 votes cast in 1912, 1,662,000 were National Lib- 
eral, 1,996,000 represented the strength of the Center party, 
1,126,000 that of the conservative and 5,750,000 that of the 
socialist and radical parties. 


Little More Than a Debating Society. 


But in reality this makes very little difference. The Reich- 
stag is little more than a debating society. It was intended to 
be nothing more; to be a “sop” to the progressives. Its powers 
are great on paper, but exceedingly small in reality. It has the 
constitutional function of passing on the budget, but the prin- 
cipal revenue laws are permanent. The Reichstag can neither 
increase nor decrease the schedules nor make any change in 
the existing situation unless the King of Prussia wishes it. 
This comes about in this way: The Bundesrath is the upper 
house of the Imperial Parliament. Its members are delegates 
from the various States, representing several state governments 
and not the people. They vote according to instructions, and 
one member may cast the vote for any delegation. Fourteen 
members can defeat any measure and the Government of Prus- 
sia—that is, the King of Prussia—controls 20 votes. 


The Reichstag does not really initiate legislation. Impor- 
tant measures are first discussed in the Bundesrath, then they 
go to the Reichstag and back to the Bundesrath for approval. 
The initiative, for the most part, comes from the chancellor, 
who is also prime minister of Prussia. The ruler, as Emperor, 
may instruct the chancellor to prepare a measure; as King he 
may order him to introduce it and may direct amendments to 
be made and prevent changes. As Emperor he may promul- 
gate the law, and as King he administers it in Prussia. There 
is no imperial cabinet. The chancellor is the only minister. 
The other heads of departments act independently of each other 
but under the supervision of the chancellor. The chancellor 
is not in the slightest degree responsible to Parliament or to 
the people, but solely to the Emperor, and this by reason of the 
fact that he is also prime minister of Prussia and represents the 
King of Prussia in the Bundesrath. When von Bethmann-Holl- 
weg became chancellor he emphasized this fact, asserting, “I 
do not serve Parliament,” adding that he would not play the 
role of servant of the people’s representatives. The chancellor 
does not sit in the Reichstag as such, but as Prussian delegate 
to the Bundesrath, all members of which have a right to sit in 
the lower house and there to support their measures. 


Of the 397 members of the Reichstag Prussia sends 236. 
The body can be dissolved at any time by the Bundesrath with 
the consent of the emperor. This power has been used effect- 
ively three times to break down the resistance of the Reichstag; 
in 1878, when it refused to pass the bill to suppress the social- 
ists; in 1887, when it would not agree to fix the size of the 
army for seven years; and, in 1893, when it declined to change 
the military system. In each case the new body did what the 


Government demanded. Since the principal financial arrange- 


ments are matters of standing law, if the Reichstag refuses to 
pass a new budget increasing allowances, or passes one reduc- 
ing them, the Government can be carried on on the old basis 
without any action on the part of Parliament. We find a par- 
allel for this in English history in the days of the Stuarts. 


The Bundesrath Dominates. 


The upper house, the Bundesrath, consists of 61 instructed 
delegates, usually officers of state, frequently ministers, voting 
under instruction and dppointed without fixed tenure. Of this 
number Prussia controls 20. This body and the King of Prus- 
sia dominates the Reichstag. 


By the constituion, the presidency of the confederation 
belongs to the King of Prussia. He appoints the chancellor 
and most other officers, directs foreign affairs, commands the 
army and navy of the whole empire, inspects and disposes of 
troops, appoints all officers whose commands include the con- 
tingent of the state, and the selection of all general officers is 
subject to his approval. Prussian military regulations are en- 
forced throughout the empire. The emperor declares defensive 
war, and there is no authority to determine what war is de- 
fensive and what offensive. Bismarck’s principal aim was to 
create a powerful military state. All the world knows how 
well he succeeded. 
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The Emperor’s Powers. 


Many of the foregoing important direct powers belong to 
the emperor. Obviously larger powers accrue to him by virtue 
of the fact that he is King of Prussia and that Prussia is Ger- 
many. The Emperor, as such, has no material rights in legis- 
lation, no authority to appoint or to disapprove laws, yet he 
constantly does these things. He has no power to issue decrees, 
yet here also, says Zorn, the German publicist, ‘‘The monar- 
chical principle, without legal provisions, and indeed contrary 
to them, has forced recognition. * * * We, Wilhelm, by 
grace of God German Emperor, order with the consent of the 
Bundesrath.” Again Zorn says, ‘“‘The inspiring forces of the 
world’s history and the magnitude of his actual power have 
given the Emperor a position wholly different from what was 
legally intended and places him on a par with monarchical 
emperors—we see how formally inspired and even constitu- 
tional provisions lose their force in face of the constraining 
necessities of national life.’’ So the Prussianizing of Germany 
is complete. There is normally a higher law in Germany than 
the constitution. That law is the law of necessity or might. 

Let us take a more intimate view of Prussia and ascertain 
what are the arrangements of this dominant member, what 
chance is afforded the people for expression. Take her parlia- 
ment, the Landtag. What does it represent? Is there a gov- 
ernment responsible to the people? The Landtag has two 
chambers, the house of lords and the lower house. The former 
is a mediaeval body composed.of princes of royal blood, mem- 
bers who are independent princes of the Holy Roman Empire or 
hereditary members designated at will by the King and others 
designated by him at will or on nomination of landholders. 
The King can control it at any time by appointing new mem- 
bers. It now has a membership of 300, one-third hereditary 
nobles with large estates, junkers, and one-third dominated by 
landholders, junkers. It is a class assembly, far removed from 
the people. 

How Lower House Is Elected. 


The lower house is composed of members elected indi- 
rectly by an electoral body. One member is selected in each 
district. The electoral body is selected in this fashion: One- 
third of it is designated by the large taxpayers who pay the first 
third of the taxes, one-third by those who pay the second third 
of the taxes, and the remainder by the rest of the voters. From 
3 to 5 per cent of the voters choose one-third of the electors; 
from 10 to 12 per cent a third, or about 15 per cent of the 
voters choose 213 of the electors. In 2,200 districts one man 
selects a third of the electors. In 1908 the number of votes 
cast was 2,215,000. The social democrats, with 601,000 votes, 
elected seven members. They should have had 105. The con- 
servatives, with 356,000 votes, elected 152. They were entitled 


to 62. The clericals, with 502,000 votes, won 104 seats, instead 
of 88, their proper number. The liberal party got 28 instead 
of 40. In East Prussia the number of inhabitants to a repre- 


sentative was 63,000; in Berlin 170,000. Berlin had 9 votes 
and should have had 24. One-fourth the population in agricui- 
tural districts selected 161 members; one-fourth in the cities 
elected 41. Remember, too, that the ballot is secret and that 
pressure is consistently brought to bear on the lower class 


voter. The municipal councils are: selected in the same way. 
The classes rule. . 
The King Controls the Provinces. 
The Province is the highest subdivision of Prussia. Its 


chief executive is appointed by the King. Its legislative body is 
not elected by the people, but by legislative bodies of the next 
lower subdivisions, the circles and the municipalities. The 
president may veto the action of the body if it goes beyond its 
jurisdiction. Its measures must be approved by the King, who 
May dissolve it at will. 

The circle is the chief local subdivision. Its principal ad- 
ministrative officer is appointed by the president of the Prov- 
Ince. The members of its legislative body, the Kreistag, are 
divided between the cities and the rural districts, not more than 
one-half to the cities. The members assigned to the cities are 
not elected directly by the people, but by the municipal assem- 
bies, which represent property. The rural members are di- 
vided into two equal groups; the great landowner and large 
taxpayer of the rural community elect half; the other half are 
elected indirectly ‘by a body composed (1) of those who pay a 
small tax; (2) of proprietors of manors; and (3) of electors 
Selected by rural communal assemblies. To be a voter even for 
one of these electors who shares the doubtful privilege of join- 
ing larger taxpayers and owners of medieval manors in select- 
ing half the rural members of the local assembly the other half 
of which is controlled absolutely by wealth, the individual him- 
Self must be a small taxpayer. This is certainly placing the in- 
dividual, the man, politically at the vanishing point. 
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No Manhood Suffrage in Prussia. 


There is no manhood suffrage in Prussia, in Germany, 
where it counts for anything. It does not count for anything 
so far as the Reichstag is concerned. Evidently in Prussia it 
is non-existent. Landowners and men of industrial standing 
are strongly intrenched. They have dug themselves in and 
made their administrative and legislative trenches of rein- 
forced concrete. The junker is not only on top; he is pyra- 
mided. Autocracy, absolutism, is supreme. 


The Ruling Class Responsible for Crimes. 


Granted that the ruling class does its paternalistic job for 
the people as well as such a job can be done by a few for the 
many, at best it must be inadequately done, for no part of the 
people can understand the needs of all the people and satisfy 
them as well as all the people can. Granted, I say, that the job, 
for a paternalistic job, is well done, still the essential nature 
of the regime is unsound, unmodern, medieval, and out of tune 
with modern tendencies. This governing class, believing in 
expansion by armed force, provoked war, violated the neutral- 
ity of Belgium, directed the submarine campaign, sweeping 
aside international law and custom built up through the cen- 
turies, sinking great passenger and freight vessels like the 
Lusitania, the Arabic, and Sussex, slaughtering women and 
children. It ordered the deportation of Belgium civilians, plan- 
ned and executed the campaign of spying and violence in this 
and other neutral countries, and directed the submarine nego- 
tiations with all its evasions, cynicism, and duplicity, again and 
again making solemn promises, constantly violating them, and 
finally brazenly breaking their most solemn pledge to a great, 
patient, peaceful power. These people entertain the medieval 
notion that one nation’s prosperity is another nation’s menace, 
that it is to the interest and happiness of one nation todominate 
other peoples and areas, and that small nations have no rights 
which strong nations need to protect, and have no justification 
for existence. 


German People Must Express Their Will. 


The President told us that for a little while he was unable 
to believe that such things would in fact be done by any gov- 
ernment as have been done by Germany during this war. It 
was difficult for the American people to credit it. It is yet dif- 
ficult to believe that the great masses of the German people, 
if they were fully informed, would sanction it. It is only 
through a knowledge of the character and medieval ideals of 
the few who dominate Prussia and Germany that we can begin 
to understand it. With such information, we can more easily 
appreciate what was in the President’s mind when he said, 
‘We have no quarrel with the German people. * * #* It 
was not upon their impulse that their government acted in en- 
tering the war. It was not with their previous knowledge or 
approval. It was a war determined upon as wars used to be 
determined upon in the old unhappy days when peoples no- 
where were consulted by their rulers and wars were provoked 
and waged in the interests of dynasties or by little groups of 
ambitious men who were accustomed to use their fellow men 
as tools. * * * A steadfast concert for peace can never 
be maintained except by a partnership of democratic nations. 
No autocratic government could be trusted to keep faith within 
it and to observe its covenants. * * * We are accepting 
this challenge of hostile purposes because we know that in such 
a government following such methods we can never have a 
friend; and that in the presence of its organized power always 
lying in wait to accomplish we know not what purpose, there 
can be no assured security for the democratic governments of 
the world. We are now about to accept the gage of battle with 
the natural foe of liberty and shall, if necessary, spend the 
whole force of the nation to check and nullify its pretensions 
and power. We are glad now that we see the facts with no 
veil of false pretenses about them, to fight thus for the ultimate 
peace of the world and for the liberty of its peoples, the Ger- 
man peoples included; for the rights of nations great and 
small and the privilege of men everywhere to choose their way 
of living and obedience.”’ Was he not clearly right when he 
asserted in his answer to His Holiness the Pope: ‘We can not 
take the word of the present rulers of Germany as a guaranty 
of anything that is to endure explicitly supported by such con- 
clusive evidence of the will and purpose of the German people 
themselves as the other peoples of the world would be justified 
in accepting. Without such guaranties, treaties of settlement, 
agreements for disarmament, covenants to set up arbitration in 
the place of force, territorial adjustments, reconstitutions of 
small nations, if made with the German Government, no man, 
no nation can now depend on. We must await some new evi- 
dence of the purposes of the great peoples of the central pow- 
ers.” 
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CALIFORNIA MARKET 


Rains and bad weather bringing tomato crop to an end— 
Little actual business in the market—The 
- fish food waste to stop— 
Coast Notes. 


Reported by Telegraph. 


San Francisco, Cal., Nov. 16th, 1917. 

Tomatoes Ending.—Light rans have fallen throughout 
California and cloudy weather has been experienced for the 
past week. While no frosts have occurred, the unfavorable 
ripening weather is serving to check receipts of tomatoes at 
local canneries and the end of the packing season is now in 
sight. The bean and rice crops have been harvested and the 
initial rain of the season did less damage than is usually the 
case. In places where the rain was heaviest farmers have com- 
menced fall plowing and preparations are under way for put- 
ting in the heaviest acreage to crops in general that has ever 
been planted in California, with the scarcity of labor the only 
drawback. According to figures compiled by the State Council 
of Defense, this State stands at the top of the list in the matter 
of increased crop production. In beans alone the increase 
amounts to over 100 per cent, as compared with last year, the 
total output for 1917 being in the neighborhood of 9,280,000 
bushels, while great gains were also made in wheat, barley, 
corn, rice, sugar, potatoes and cotton. Despite the scarcity of 
cans, there has been an increase in the pack of many lines of 
canned foods, but it will be some weeks before definite figures 
are available. 

Market.—Practicaily no business is being done on fruits, 
vegetables or fish, since packers are offering very little. Job- 
bers are very desirous of securing stocks of peas, but have not 
been able to buy any for some time. Some of them are com- 
plaining about the short deliveries and intimate that packers 
are holding back more than they need to. Jobbers have been 
selling tomatoes below the prices now asked by packers, but 
this has not tended to bear down first-hand quotations. Quo- 
tations on salmon are largely nominal, since it is almost im- 
possible to secure anything from first hands. Retailers have 
been sending in orders for medium red, but wholesalers are 
unable to furnish any of this grade, as packers have made no 
delivery. 

Stops Fish Food Waste.—The California State Fish and 
Game Commission has taken definite steps to put an end to the 
practice of converting fresh fish into fertilizers by warning 
canners that a continuation of the practice would result in 
drastic action on the part of the Federai Governmen. The fol- 
lowing letter has been sent to California fish packers by the 
Commission: 

“The Fish and Game Commission has been reliably in- 
formed that hundreds of tons of fresh sardines suitable for 
canning purposes have been sent to reduction works to be con- 
verted into fertilizer, and that the reduction works are now 
making contracts with fishermen for their season’s catch of 
herring, which it is estimated will be about 7,000 tons. At 
this time, when one of the great problems before the nation 
is the conservation and development of all sources of food sup- 
ply, we feel that both the canneries and fertilizing plants 
should discontinue the practice of catching fish, fit for human 
food, soiely for the purpose of converting it into fertilizer and 
chicken feed. 

“We have called this matter to the attention of Herbert 
Hoover, National Food Administrator, and Ralph P. Merritt, 
his California representative. We are assured by them that if 
the practice is not immediately discontinued and fertilizer and 
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chicken feed made only from scraps and such occasional over- 
productionas the canneries cannot take care of, the Federal 
Government will be compelled to take such steps as are neces- 
sary to protect a food resource which is in danger of destruc- 
tion.” Mr. Merritt advises that the order will go into effect 


immediately and that a close watch be kept on the sardine 
canners. 


Coast Notes.—Charles H. Workman, president of the 
Workman Packing Company, of San Francisco, one of the 
largest packers of Mexican specialties in the world, recently 
addressed a gathering of business men in the suburban city of 
Oakland. He declared that the excellence of climatic condi- 
tions at San Francisco make this city a paradise for manufac- 
turing enterprises, as operations can.be carried on without 
hindrance throughout the entire year. He told how he had lost 
$47,000 in the manufacturing business at Chicago and had 
come to this city, where he had engaged in the canning of 
tamales and similar lines, making a wonderful success of the 
venture. He pointed out some of the possibilities arising from 
war conditions and cited the manufacture of liver paste as one. 
Before the war, he declared, much of the liver paste sold here 
came from Denmark, but now San Francisco cans immense 
quantities and some is being shipped to the European coun- 
tries from which it was formerly obtained. 

The cannery workers who precipitated a strike last sum- 
mer in the Santa Clara Valley and San Francisco Bay region, 
which was settled for the time being by Federal action, have 
formulated a new set of demands to be put before canners and 
fruit growers on the first of the year, when the agreement 
negotiated by Ralph B. Merritt, the representative of the food 
administrator, expires. It is announced that the workers will 
demand an eight or a nine hour day, with an hour for meals 
and time and a half for overtime and Sundays and holidays to 
be counted as overtime. The wage scale has not been decided 
upon, but $3 a day will probably be the minimum figure. 

The announcement is made that Assistant Paymaster Fred 
Hargis, of the Mare Island Navy Yard, has purchased 1,100,000 
pounds of canned prunes for use in the Navy. Dried prunes in 


bulk cannot be used by the Navy, as they spoil quickly on the 
water. 


California bean growers are storing a large part of their 
crop, something they never did in the past. The market is 
unsettled, awaiting action by the Government, and dealers are 
holding off buying, necessitating this action on the part of the 
growers. As soon as a definite price is set buying is expected 
to become very active. The latest purchases of beans by the 
Government at San Francisco was at $8.10 per hundred for 
pinks and $11 for whites, but buyers fear that purchases may 
soon be made at lower prices on account of the huge crop, and 
are accordingly holdng off. 

The Federal Shipping Board has taken over from the 
Alaska Packers’ Association seven of its fleet of sailing ves- 
sels. Most of these will be used between San Francisco and 


Honolulu to replace steamers that have been trangferred to the 
Atlantic. 


Ground has been broken at Monterey, Cal., for a, fish can- 
nery to be erected by B. J. Sanderman, for ten years at the 
head of the Pacific Kish Company of that city. Three build- 
ings will be erected at an estimated cost of $50,000. The plant 
will be ready for use about the first of April. 

The owners of the cannery at Manteca, Cal., have secured 
a site at Martinez, Cal., and will erect a large fruit and vege 
table cannery at once. 

John H. Spohn, president of the John H. Spohn Company, 
of San Francisco, has returned from his annual Eastern busi- 
ness trip, having been away for seven weeks. J. E. Meda, 


secretary of the concern, is back from a trip to the Northwest. 

R. H. Bennett, secretary of the Wholesale Grocers’ Ass0- 
ciation of California, returned recently from a conference at 
Washington, D. C., and has since left for Los Angeles for 4 
brief stay. 


“BERKELEY.” 
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SAFETY FIRST | STICKNEY SYRUPING MACHINE 


Merchandise FOR No. 3 CANS AND UNDER 


Storage 


Price - $125.00 


These Machines are 
in pretty Universal 
use and up to their 
capacity will do as 
good work as any. 


All machines in 
stock for immedi- 
ate shipment. 


This New Combination Merchandise Storage and Office Building is not 
semi-fireproof, but is fireproof. Insurance on merchandise is 15 3/10c. Mh 
Every floor steam heated. 

Warehouse located within five minutes walk of all freight depots, and 
at the door of the richest agricultural territory on earth. 

We own and operate our own building, and are also bonded to the state. o 
Switching charges absorbed by carrier. We solicit your Kansas City : 
business on the basis of safety and service. 


BROKERS OFFICE & WAREHOUSE COMPANY NEW ENGLAND AGENT FOR 
“Brokers’ Building” KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI SPRAGUE CANNING MACHINERY CO. 


Henry R. Stickney 


PORTLAND, ME. 


IT TAKES THE BIG PEAS OUT FIRST 


The above is an illustration of our New Nested Pea Grader, which has large capacity, occupies small floor space, does perfect grading—and in a short time 
Will save its cost in the increased yield of the small size peas, which ordinarily are mixed in with the larger sizes when graded on any other type of machine 


THE SINCLAIR-SCOTT COMPANY 


MANUPACTURERS OF 
CANNING HOUSE MACHINERY Wells & Patapsco Streets, BALTIMORE, MD. 
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THE TRADE COMPANY 


A. I. . . . Manager and Editor 
Baltimore and Holliday Sts., Baltimore, Md. 
Telephone St. Paul 2608. 


Tue Canning Trave is the only paper published exclusively 
in the interest of the Canned Food Packers of the United States and 
Canada. Now in its 41st Year. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
Payable in advance, on receipt of bill. Sample copy free. 


Extra copies, when on hand, 10 Cents each. 
Apvertisinc Rates.—According to space and location. 
Make all Drafts or Money Orders payable to THe Trang Co. 
Address all communications to Tue Trapg Co., Baltimore, Md. 


Packers are invited and requested to use the columns of Tur 
Canning Trang for inquiries and discussions among themselves on 
all matters pertaining to their business. 


Business communications from all sections are desired, but 
anonymous letters will be ignored. A. I. JUDGE, Editor. 


Entered at the Postoffice, Baltimore, Md.,as second-class mail matter 
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ANNUAL CONVENTION—BOSTON, 1918. 


As there are many now looking forward to the An- 
nual Convention in February, which this time meets at 
Boston, Mass., it would be well to make your hotel ar- 
rangements early. Apply to F. C. Gillmore, Secretary of 
the Boston Hotel Association, 100 Boylston Street, Bos- 
ton, who has charge of all this work. This will save time 
and trouble and insure good attention. 


EDITORIAL JOTTINGS. 


The next meeting of canners is that of the Indiana Can- 
ners’ Association at Indianapolis on November 22nd and 23rd, 
and the officers of this aggressive Association have extended a 
warm welcome to all the canners of Indiana to be present and 
participate. It is found of interest and importance to the big- 
gest and best canners of the State, as well as to some of the 
smallest and least known, and this being so, we cannot see 
why it should not be of interest and real value to every canner 
in the State. 


This matter of membership in your local Association, and 
in the National Canners’ Association, is very much like that of 
patriotism with respect to the present war: there is no mid- 
way or middle position—you are either with the Government 
in the war or against it. These Associations are for the gen- 


THE CANNING TRADE 


eral benefit of the whole industry, and all are working for the 
improvement of the whole industry and not for any individual 
interest. The old-foggy idea that the leading canners met in 
these Associations to squeeze the life out of the little fellow; 
that it was a clique formation to obtain advantage over the 
mass, has long since been exploded and shown up for its utter 
folly. Some canners attended to prove that they were correct 
in this idea, and invariably left the meetings converted, be- 
cause they saw the biggest and best canners in the business lay 
bare their personal experiences and methods of doing business, 
and the Doubting Thomasas were converted and so will any 
right-minded canner be. He is either with the business or 
against it, and his position is clearly defined by his member- 
ship or non-membership in his local and National Associations. 


For the man who has hesitated or failed to support the 
great National Canners’ Association, we recommend a careful 
reading of the address of Dr. Baker before the American 
Chemical Society given in this issue. Here is an epitome of 
what the N. C. A. has done for the advancement of the industry 
along scientific and practical lines. If anyone can read this 
and say he does not owe support to such a movement, then he 
does not belong in the canning industry. He is a parasite upon 
the industry, living upon his fellow canners, and that is not 
good economy for the industry, at least. 


New York State canners must note that their State Asso- 
ciation will meet at Syracuse on December 6th, in the Onon- 
daga Hotel, and that as this will be the annual meeting, when 
the election of officers, etc., will take place, a full attendance 
is urged and expected. This Association always provides a 
meaty, fine meeting for its members, and the vast majority of 
canners in that State are members in good standing. 


Maryland canners must also mark their calanders for De 
cember 3rd and 4th, when the Maryland Canners’ Association 
will hold its annual meeting at the Hotel Emerson, in Balti- 
more. If we could say of this Association what we have said 
of the New York State Association, we would be able to point 
to Maryland as the greatest and strongest of State Associa- 
tions. Maryland canners should wake up, and realize that 
they are far behind the procession in aggressive and progress- 
ive action. This week the Wisconsin State meeting has been in 
session, and with a membership of only about 85 canners, they 
draw between three and four hundred in attendance. Mary- 
land, with over 600 canners, will probably be represented with 
85 in attendance, if past experiences are repeated this year. It 
is not because the meetings are less interesting or less valuable 
to the canners, but because the individual canner hag not con- 


’ sidered the matter in the right light, if he has considered it 


at all. If ever there was a time when all canners must work 
together for their own interests, it is right now. Why should 
it be necessary to point this out to any good business man? 
It is not going to be an easy mater to conduct your business 
next season so as to keep within the Government rules and 
regulations, and at the same time make some profit. If there 
is any Maryland canner who thinks he is entirely posted for 
next season, and does not need to be present at this meeting 
for the information that will then be given, he had better 
wake up, or he may find himself entirely out of the business. 
You can’t do as you please under war conditions, and the wise 
man will take every opportunity to gain every bit of informa- 
tion possible before the season arrives. There is no greater 


opportunity offered the canners of Maryland than this meeting 
on December 3-4 to learn just what will be required. 
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Last year we knew all about The 
Sanitary Can with The Sanitary 


Gasket. 


This year you know all about The 
Sanitary Can with The Sanitary 


Gasket. 


AMERICAN CAN 


COMPANY 
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And let us urge all progressive canners to constitute them- 
selves committees of one to work among the unenlightened. 
Call on your fellow canner who never attends any meetings of 
canners and show him why he should be there, and make him 
promise to be present. Supplymen traveling the territory dur- 
ing the time between now and the meeting should make it their 
first duty to spread this news and stir up the canners, and we 
know they will. They can promise that the canners and all 
present will be fed and entertained, as well as instructed, while 
here, and no one can make a just excuse of lack of time or ex~ 
pense. 


Mr. E. A. Kerr, speaking before the recent meeting of the 
Canned Goods Exchange, showed that the Government is now 
making its preparations for next season’s call upon the can- 
ners; arming itself with the facts as to cost and production— 
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growers’ contracts or buying crops next season? Are you 
going to try to go-it-alone again, when these growers are tight- 
ly bound together in their county organizations? 

Whether you are a member of the Maryland Canners’ As- 
sociation or not, you will be heartily welcomed. Come, see 
what they have to offer, and if you do not think it worth the 
cost of membership; if you do not see where it is your duty as 
a member of the industry to work with your fellow canner, 
you will not be held up for a membership. On these big gen- 
eral matters the canners must work together; and if there are 
injustices and wrong practices within the industry, the canners 
should make the corrections. There is no need to call in the 
law, and you cannot expect some outsider to put your house in 
order. These meetings are family gatherings wherein sugges- 
tions are always welcomed and complaints may be made with- 
out flaunting them before the whole public. It is the canners’ 


business to correct and improve their own business, and no 
one else’s. And the only way to do this is in these Association 
meetings. 


while the canners are mainly sitting still. He urged that there 
should be a joint committee from the Maryland Canners, the 
Canned Goods Exchange, the Tri-State and the Virginia League 
formed, so as to thoroughly represent this whole great Tri- 
State territory, with power to act, as instructed delegates. By 
all means this should be done, but, as a canner, do you not 
want a voice in instructing your delegates how to act? Ana 
if you are not present when the question is discussed, how can 
you have a voice or know what is proposed? What about 


Know How to Can—Dr. Alsberg told you that the day 
of guess work had passed, and that now the canner must work 
on certain definite lines. ‘“‘A Complete Course in Canning” 
furnishes this reliable information. No cannery is complete 
without this reference library. Published by The Canning 
Trade Price $5.00. 


MERICAN CokeTin Plates 


Highest quality TIN PLATES— specially adapted to the requirements of the canning and packing industries. 
We also manufacture Black Sheets, Galvanized Sheets, Terne Plates, Formed Metal Roofing and Siding 
Products, unexcelled for the construction of sheds, factories, warehouses, etc. Write for full information. 
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GUARANTEED MACHINERY 


FOR 


CANNERS AND PRESERVERS 


Awarded Gold and Silver Medals at Panama-Pacific Exposition 


If it is the best——we sell it. 


SPRAGUE CANNING MACHINERY COMPANY 


S. CHARLES ST. 222 N. WABASH AVE. 
BALTIMORE CHICAGO 


37 


Eureka Soldering Flux 


It is a well known fact that Eureka Soldering Flux through its many years of uninterrupted service has proven 
to be the ideal flux for cannery use. It continues to be the favored flux in the canning industry because of its 
superior quality and general reliability. 


— MANUFACTURED ONLY BY — 


THE GRASSELLI CHEMICAL COMPANY 
MAIN OFFICE CLEVELAND, OHIO 
FOR SALE AT FOLLOWING BRANCHES AND AGENCIES 


New York Mass. 8. Son THE GRASSELLI CHEMICAL CO., LTD. 
Cincinnatti, Ohio cago, t. Paul, nn. more 

Birmingham, Ala. St. Louis, Mo. Philadelphia, Pa. C. W. Pike Company Toronto, Ont. Montreal, Que. 
Detroit, Mich. New Orleans, La. Pittsburgh, Pa. San Francisco Hamilton, Ont. 
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| AMERICAN SHEET AND TIN PLATE COMPANY, General Offices, Frick Bidg., Pittsburgh, Pa. | __ Specify “AMERICAN” brands _ _| 
| 
| 
| | 


THE CANNING TRADE 25 


QUALITY ; QUALITY 
pee WIRE US YOUR ORDERS FOR pee 


FIRST 


PACKERS CANS 


IMMEDIATE OR WINTER 
DELIVERY 


Cap Hole and CANS Both Styles the 
Open Top (Sanitary) very best obtainable 
LARGE CAPACITY: Unexcelled Shipping Facilities—Rail and Water 


pee W. W. BOYER & CO., BALTIMORE, MD. 


FIRST 


FOR RUSTY CANS 


Also, colored lacquers for all 
cans new or old. Better pro- 
tect cans before they rust and 
save on ‘swells, rusties”’, 
clause. 


JOHN G. MAIERS’ SONS 
BALTIMORE, MD. 


H. D. DREYER & CO., Inc. 


MANUPACTURERS 


BOXES and BOX SHOOKS for the CANNER 


ALICBANNA AND SPRING STREETS, BALTIMORE 


THE 1917 DIRECTORY OF CANNERS 


A list of the canners of the United States, compiled by the National Canners’ 
Association, from Statistical Reports and such other reliabie data. 8th Edition. 
Carefully prepared and up-to-date; lists corrected by canners themselves; verified by com- 
petent authorities. The various articles packed and other valuable imformation is given. 
Distributed free to members of the National Canners’ Association. Sold to all others at 
$2.00 per copy, postage prepaid. The book that is needed by all wholesale grocers, brokers, 

_ machinery and supply men, salesmen and practically everybody interested in the canning 
industry. Get your order in early. 


NEW 1917 EDITION NOW READY 
NATIONAL CANNERS’ ASSOCIATION, 1739 H St., N. W., Washington, D. C. 


PERSONAL, CHECKS ACCEPTED 
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SEATTLE MARKET 


Speculation in Salmon dead—Holders letting go stocks— 
Great bulk of pack said to have been sold—Salmon 
going East very rapidly—Trying to induce 
England to take more Salmon—Some 
Cannery vessels taken by the 
Government—News of 
the Fruit Canners. 


Reported by Telegraph. 


Seattle, Wash., Nov. 16, 1917. 

Salmon.—The canned salmon market during the past 
week has developed many new angles. One of the ideas that 
is getting pretty well established in the minds of packers and 
brokers is that speculation in salmon this year will be rather 
a dangerous experiment, due to the activities of the Govern- 
ment Food Administration, which is apparently doing its ut- 
most to head off speculation and hoarding of food products. 
On this account, among others, there is a marked tendency 
among all who still have salmon to sell or let go now rather 
than hold for any higher prices. Moreover, higher prices are 
generally considered a rather remote possibility, in view of the 
Food Administration’s attitude in such matters, and also be- 


cause the market is now pretty high. The statement was made 
during the week that 90 per cent of the 1917 pack has been 
sold. This is probably a pretty broad assertion, and is not con- 
curred in by many well-posted brokers and packers. The fact 
of the matter is there is lots of salmon still available at the 
top prices now prevailing, but few, so far as can be learned, 
have shown any disposition to shade prices. 

Another very noticeable feature of the salmon market is 
the rapidity with which stocks are moving East. The rail- 
roads have done remarkably well so far in supplying cars. It 
is said that the railroads have hurried up salmon shipments 
just as much as possible, so that they might have this product 
out of the way in time to care for crop moving requirements. 
There is a car shortage here in the Northwest now of quite 
serious proportions, and many shippers, particularly lumber 
manufacturers, cannot get cars to move their products. Ship- 
pers: generally look for a worse car shortage than prevailed a 
year ago. There is not as much salmon here in warehouses as 
is normally carried at this time of the year. 

Efforts have been made to induce the British Government 
to change its regulations providing that only one-half of tne 
quantity of salmon taken into the United Kingdom last year 
shall be bought this year. So far these efforts have been un- 
successful, and some salmon men believe that the ruling will 
not be changed, and that new markets will have to be found for 
the canned salmon. 

The Government has just announced that it proposes tak- 
ing over seven of the largest and best vessels in the Alaska 
Packers’ Association’s salmon cannery fleet. These vessels will 
be put in the Coast-Honolulu trade to replace in a way larger 
vessels that will be withdrawn and placed in other service. 
The vessels commandeered by the Government are all sailing 
vessels, but are in first-class condition and practically ready for 
service right now, having recently returned from their stations 
in Alaska. 

A meeting will be held in Seattle, November 20, under the 
direction of the United States Bureau of Fisheries, to discuss 
with packers the proposal to close the Behring River in Alaska 
to salmon fishing. The suggestion has been made that if this 
river is closed for a period to be determined and the salmon, 
therefore, permitted to spawn unrestrained, a world of good 
might be done toward keeping up the supply of fish in the 
Behring Sea. 


A new company, known as the Southeastern Alaska Can- 
ning Company, has been organized here in Seattle for the pur- 
pose of operating a cannery in the North. The incorporators 
are Haakon B. Friele, Howard W. Sanders and Edward W. 
Allen. The company has capitalized at $100,000. 

H. W. Phelps, vice-president of the American Can Com- 
pany, who was in Seattle on a business trip, made the state- 
ment a few days ago that the tin can manufacturers every- 
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where have made record-breaking outputs this season. He said 
that business in the can line has been wonderful everywhere, 
and that his company has had a great year. All this indicated, 
he said, that exceptional efforts have been put forth by pack- 
ers of all kinds of food products to get into tins all the food- 
stuff possible. 

Mr. Phelps had not been in Seattle for a year, and this 
was his first opportunity to see his company’s new can factory 
and ocean wharf that was completed just recently. 


In the party with Mr. Phelps was K. S. Breckenridge, gen- 
eral manager of manufacturing; F. Rudolphi, head of the 
equipment department, and F. P. Kendall, general manager of 
the company’s Pacific Northwest business, who makes his head- 
quarters at present in Portiand, Oregon. 

Fruits.—The last of the season’s run of peaches has been 
made at the Libby, McNeill & Libby cannery at North Yakima, 
Wash. Canning of apples was started immediately the last 
peaches were out of the way. While the peach crop was out 
of the way some time ago, labor was so scarce that the com- 
pany put a large quantity of peaches in storage, and it is this 
stock that has just been cleaned up in the cannery. The com- 
pany has some 80,000 boxes of apples to can and expects to 
keep its North Yakima cannery busy well into the winter. 

The demand for canned fruits and vegetables is exceeding 
the supply, according to packers and jobbers. The North- 
west’s biggest consumer of. canned foods, the lumber industry, 
is more active than at any time in its history and its demands 
are very heavy. Even at present prices operators find canned 
foods about as cheap food as can be purchased. ; 

“SALMON.” 


WAR LIMITS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW INDUSTRIES 


The recommendations of the Council of National Defense 
that no new industrial enterprise should be undertaken at this 
time which will not help win the war wil! be of far-reaching 
effect to business men, according to a bulietin issued by the 
committee of the Chamber of Commerce of the United States 
co-operating with the Council of National Defense. The com- 
mittee declares every man who wants to see the United States 
victorious has now this recommendation as an acid test to apply 
to any new enterprise or undertaking. 


In fact, this action, according to Waddill Catchings, of 
New York, chairman of the committee, should prepare the 
minds of the business men for similar action in regard to the 
full operation of those industries not essential to the national 
defense and to the consumption by the public of luxuries and 
non-essentials. 


“In the course of time,’ Mr. Catchings went on, ‘‘no one 
need be surprised if during the war the use of labor and mate- 
rials for all unessential purposes is made impossible by regula- 
tion or statute.” 

The following is the recommendation in full as made by 
the Council of National Defense: 


“Every effort that this country is capable of making 
should be applied to bring the war to a speedy and successful 
conclusion. The resources of the country in a general way 
may be said to consist of men, money and material, and during 
the period of the war any new enterprise or undertaking 
should be tried and justified by the test: Will the men, money 
and material so applied best contribute in this way to the win- 
ning of the war? 


‘“‘New enterprises which are not fundamental to the effi- 
cient operation of‘the country’s necessary activities should not 
be undertaken. This will not result adversely upon business 
or conditions of employment because every man and every re 
source will be needed during the war. All effort should be 
centered to help win the war.”’ 


There is no ambiguity about this recommendation, ac- 
cording to the National Chamber committee. Men who are 
considering new enterprises, public improvements, dwellings, 
factories, in fact industrial work of every description, should 
be guided by the question of whether or not the undertaking 
is to be a factor in the yictorious conclusion of the war. This 
is the concluding message to the commercial leaders of the 
country. 

Canned foods do not come under this law, but on the con- 
trary, it will be urged that new canneries be established to the 
end that an increased output may be assured. 

And, of course, all industries upon which the canners de- 
pend must be likewise encouraged, so that there will be n0 
hitch in the program of increased food conservation. Along 
this line our Editorial this week will be found interesting. 
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FIRE INSURANCE 


AT 


CANNERS EXCHANGE 


Place ALL of your insurance on STOCK at your Exchange. 
Remember your values have increased and you require more protection. 
Don’t forget to insure your new buildings and machinery. 

You make the saving with Canners Exchange. 

Send in your orders now and be protected. 


LANSING B. WARNER, INCORPORATED, ATTORNEY 
104 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


CANNERS EXCHANGE SUBSCRIBERS AT WARNER INTER-INSURANCE BUREAU 


Geo. G. Bailey, Chairman......... Rome, N. Y. George N. Numsen, Tres...Baltimore, Md. Frank Van Campp............... San Pedro, Calif. 
Wm. R. Roach Hart, Mich. Chillicothe, O. Lansing B. Warner, Secy....... Chicago, Ill. 


WHOLESALE SEED GROWERS 
GENERAL OFFICES 
226-228-230 WEST KINZIE. STREET 


CHICAGO 


LBOMARD SEED Co, 


NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS. 
(Continued from page 6) 
mittees from each body, so that the whole situation would be 

covered and not mere local instances. 
As above mentioned it was voted to run the special train 
to the Boston Convention, and the committee appointed. 
Reciprocal Demurrage.—Shippers are patriotically com- 
plying with the request to quicly unload, and so release, all 
freight cars. But some think the railroads are not doing their 


share along this line. Thus one large wholesale grocer of the 
South writes us: 


“We note an article in The Canning Trade in reference to 
the Transportation Companies not doing their ‘bit’ in placing 
ears after bills of lading have been taken up or freight paid on 
such cars, and that the transportation companies should be 
made to pay for their failure of promptly placing cars just the 


same as receivers of freight are made to pay demurrage when 
they do not unload cars promptly. 


We have always been a great believer in reciprocity, and 
therefore reciprocal demurrage is just and fair to both par- 
ties. If it is very necessary for the railroad companies to 
make urgent request that receivers of freight unload cars 
promptly when they are placed at the warehouse, why should 
they not explain to the public why it is that cars are being 
held up in the yard and not placed promptly to these ware- 
houses, so that they could be unloaded promptly. 

We have had this matter of reciprocal demurrage under 
way for some time through our local Wholesale Grocers’ Asso- 
ciation, and we are willing to co-operate with those who are 
anxious to have a bill passed through Congress forcing recip- 
rocal demurrage, and we are glad to see this article in your 
journal, and trust it will bring forth comments from other sec- 
tions of the country and the commercial world will stir itself 
to the point of having this matter brought before Congress 
and the proper laws enacted. 

Now is a time when no one is trying to hold up cars for 
the reason that we cannot get freight as fast as we need it, 
and if the railroads will do their ‘bit,’ we are satisfied that the 
receivers of freight will more than do theirs. 

We would like to hear further from you on this subject, 
if you have anything to write us. We beg to remain . 

The railroads, of course, will reply that it is just because 
of such congested conditions, making it impossible to handle 
freight any faster, that they have asked all shippers to help, 
and put a fine upon failure to so help. And yet it is possible 
the railroads could improve their end somewhat if any such 
action as the writer suggests were attempted. Especially 
might cars be “‘placed”’ after arrival, more quickly. 

Johnny Hughes Is Dead.—There will be general sorrow 
caused by the announcement of the death of John Silver 
Hughes, which occurred Saturday, Nov. 10th. He suffered a 
stroke of apoplexy at his home in St. Paul, Minn., and died 
soon after. John was known to all conventionites, and to 
nearly all men in the industry. He was a native of Harford 
county, Md., born a canner and lived a canner; but in recent 
years passed his time in the Central West as canner, broker 
and machinery salesman, and did much towards the develop- 
ment of the industry in the West. The industry loses a jovial, 
happy personality, and our sympathy goes out to his family. 
His remains were brought home and burial took place in Havre 
de Grace, Md. 


Facts Briefly Stated. 


As paint pigments, silica and flake graphite are absolutely 
unchangeable, paints made with these pigments possess the 
greatest possible durability, films remaining elastic after years 
of service. 

No chemical action can occur between the pigment and 
the vehicle. 

Graphite is the most water-repellent pigment known, and 
paints made with it are the best water excluders, thus prevent- 
ing corrosion. 

Because of the unctuous quality of the graphite, the paint 
is easily applied, thus insuring good work, and good work is as 
important as good paint. 
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FREIGHT RATES & SHIPPING NEWS 
By Traffic Bureau 
THE CANNED GOODS EXCHANGE OF BALTIMORE 
G. Stewart Henderson, Chief Clerk 


Hearings before the Commission in the reopened Fifteen 
Per Cent Case, which began November 5th, are expected to 
come to a close on November 17th. 

While the evidence desired by the Commission in this case 
was that which would deal with the financial situation of the 
carriers in a general way, it was still necessary that a number 
of so-called supplemental Fifteen Per Cent Cases covering 
rates under suspension be disposed of. Prior to the reopening 
of the Fifteen Per Cent Case, these supplemental increase 
cases had been assigned for hearings at various places on dates 
subsequent to November 5th, and in reopening the Fifteen Per 
Cent Case in its entirety, the Commission reassigned the cases 
to hearing before Examiner Attorney Disque at Washington, in 
order that they may be disposed of at the same time decision is 
rendered by the Commission on the Fifteen Per Cent Case in its 
entirety. 

The embargo situation in the Eastern section of the coun- 
try has been rapidly tightening up for the past several weeks. 
A great part of the added congestion may be attributed to the 
fact that a large number of vessels withdrawn frm the coast- 
wise service by the recent action of the Shipping Board, has re- 
sulted in the traffic which formerly moved between the north, 
south and southwest by water, now being added to the already 
heavy burdens of the rail carriers. 


WEEKLY MARKET REVIEW OF FRUITS & VEGETABLES. 


Jobbing Prices and Shipments for the United States for the 
Period November 6-13, Inclusive. 


Apples Slightly Weaker.—Barrel firsts and A’s are a shade 
lower, with last week’s average top seldom reached. Illinois, 
New York, Maine, Virginia, Missouri are leading in shipments 
of this class. Box apples from Washington comprise over 20 
per cent of season’s total apple movement. At Northwestern 
shipping points markets are strong for stock on board cars, 
extra fancy Jonathans selling $1.40@1.75. At Grand Junc- 
tion, Colorado, $1.50 ruled for extra fancy Jonathans. Car 
shortage is slightly relieved in Colorado. Volume of ship- 
ments for the week from box apple sections is fully maintained, 
Washington shipping 358 cars more, but leading barrel States 
show a slight falling off, compared with last week. The de 
mand for cooking varieties in most markets is still checked by 
the sugar situation. Virginia and Pennsylvania, Yorks; New 
York, Maine and Michigan, Baldwins; New York and Maine, 
Greeings per barrel, firsts and A’s, $4.00@5.00; Missouri, 
Pennsylvania and Virginia, Ben Davis, first to fancy, $3.00@ 
4.75. Table varieties, fancy Jonathan and Grimes, mostly 
$4.75@6.00. Northwestern boxed extra fancy Jonathans were 
in fair demand and fairly steady, with bulk of sales in most 
markets $1.75 @ 2.25. 

Beans Slow at Steady Prices.—Offerings of field beans 
have been light at all country shipping points. The market 
position has inclined in seller’s favor, although of late Wester? 
holders have shown rather more disposition to accept offers 
from buyers. As yet little recent carlot movement has A 
sulted except from California. Michigan white stock is = 
around $8.00 per bushel. The November Crop Report, +. 4 
eating yield of 4,000,000 bushels on 639,000 acres, makes = 
local confidence. Colorado’s large crop has not been mov - 
to any great extent, because holders have been aniline © 
meet views of buyers offering $7.00@7.25 per 100 pounds ith 
recleaned Pinto’s. In jobbing centers prices are steady, 
general demand light to moderate. Michigan and New a4 
white range $9.00@9.50 per bushel. California piney 
lima, in sacks, chiefly $14.00@15.00 per 100 pounds, and Co 
rado Pinto’s $8.50@11.50. 


THE CANNING TRADE 


“Entire Satisfaction” 


We have said that we are selling Dixon’s 


Silica-Graphite Paint to the canning trade. 
Here is one of the testimonials. 


Messrs. Greenabaum, Seaford, Dela., wrote— 


‘“‘We have been using Dixon’s Silica-Graphite 
Paint for eight years and find it the best paint 
for use on buildings, smokestacks, etc., both wood 
and iron. It has given entire satisfaction wher- 
ever we have used it.’’ 


If you need a paint for protective purposes, 


send for Booklet No. 131B. 


Made in JERSEY CITY, N. J., by the 


JOSEPH DIXON CRUCIBLE COMPANY 
ESTABLISHED 1827 


PROTECTIVE PAPERS 
for Perfect Protection 


Diamond-F Protective Papers are &cientifically made to fit the 
particular use for which they are intended. Starting with scrupu- 
lous selection of raw materials, every step in the manufacturing 
process is under the eye of paper specialists who see to it that the 
finished product is as near positive perfection as modern machinery 
and human hand: can make it. 

Foods protected by Diamond-F Greaseproof (Imitation Parch- 
ment), Diamond-F Vegetable Parchment, or Diamond-F Parchmoid 
are safely sealed against moisture and contaminating odors 

Diamond-F Greaseproof is a modified form of the famous 
Diamond-F Glassine and is not super-calendered. It resists grease, 
oil and air, and is free from all corrosive compounds. 

Diamond-F Vegetable Parchment is a waterleaf paper, chemi- 
cally treated. Has wonderful strength, resists air, moisture, grease 
and oil, and will not disintegrate in water. Diamond-F Filter 
Paper is U. S. Government-tested. 

Diamond-F Parchmoid is a parchmentized, super-calendered 
paper, very resistent to greases. 

Diamond-F Service (quality-price-delivery) is a known quan- 
tity. Put it to the test. What are your paper problems? Write 
for samples. 


DIAMOND STATE FIBRE COMPANY 
Bridgeport, Pennsylvania (near Philadelphia) 


Tomato—LANDRETHS’ Red Rock 


IPENS fruit 110 days from 
R sprouting of the Seed. A 
surprisingly choice sort, ex- 
ceedingly solid, or in other words free 
from water. Shape round or full bot- 
tomed, smooth as an apple, free from 
splits, small cavity at stem end, borne 
in clusters, Vine very healthy. 


Compared with Stone, the only sort 
with which it can be compared, it is 
rounder, a deeper red, more solid or 
meaty, larger fruited, more showy, 
more productive, and earlier by a week. 


In other words, in all particulars the 
Stone is behind in the race. This 
is unquestionably so, as Landreths’ 
Red Rock is undoubtedly the best 
large red medium early Tomato in 
use, and in fact it has been counter 
feited by those who have not got it 
in perfection. Beware of counterfeit 
stocks of Landreths’ Red Rock in its 
original purity of so many great ex- 
cellences. It, like all other Landreth 
Grown Tomatoes, can only be bought 
in sealed, lithographed, cardboard 
boxes of 4 and % Ibs. 


Price in 4 or &% Ib. packages, $4.00 per Ib. irrespective of quantities 


Ask for Prices on any thing in the seed line you need. 


D. Landreth Seed Company 


The largest growers of Tomatoes for Seed Purposes on their own ground in the world 


We grow all varieties of Seed used by Canners. 


Bloomsdale Seed Farms 
FOUNDED 1784 


Bristol, Penn. 


— 
\ DIXON'S} 
PAINT) 
2 JERSEY CITY, 4 
| 
3 


Wanted and For Sale. 


This is a page that must be read each week to be appreciated. You are unlikely to be interested every week, in 
what is offered here, but it is possible you will be a dozen times in the year. If you fail to see and accept 
your opportunity your time is lost, together with money. 


Rates upon application. 


For Sale—Miscellaneous. 


FOR SALE—One Mitchell gang slitter with seven (7) 
pair of cutters to take 30-inch stock. In good condition. 
Address W. W. Boyer & Co., Baltimore, Md. 


FOR SALE—Copper steam Jacketed kettles, vary- 
ing in capacity from 15 to 300 gallons. Address Kelso 
& Co., 559 W. Quincy St., Chicago, III. 


FOR SALE—Quince Pulp ;—soo dozen Quince pulp 
in No. 10 cans: price on reqnest. Address Box A—451, 
care The Canning Trade. 


FOR SALE—One Johnson (Wheeling) water can tes- 
ter, twenty-four pockets, equipped for No. 1, No. 2 and 
No. 3 cans. Good condition. Address W. W. Boyer & 
Co., Baltimore, Md. 


FOR SALE.—About sixty-one sacks (1,000 bushels) 
of new curled Beechwood shavings for vinegar generator. 
Address The Jenkins-Kirby Packing Co., Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 


FOR SALE—Seed beans, corn and peas. Prices on 
application. Address W. E. Robinson & Co., Belair, Md. 


FOR SALE — 500,000 labels for tomatoes, string 
beans and sweet potatoes, in No. 2 and No. 3 sizes; these 
labels are of special or private design, in five colors, gold 
and embossed; full privilege of use of private design goes 
with sale, or could be overprinted at small cost. Samples 
with prices on request. Address Box A-450, care The 
Canning Trade. 


FOR SALE.—A perforating or cryptograph machine 
manufactured by American Perforator Co., Chicago, like 
new; a No. 70-40-45 equipped with 220 DC motor. Will 
sell for $175 f. o. b. Rochester. Address Stecher Litho- 


FOR SALE.—No. 2 and No. 3 box shooks, Novem- 
ber, December and January delivery. Address W. E. 
Robinson & Co., Belair, Md. 


For Sale—Cans. 


FOR SALE.—6,000 dozen No. 3 4%-inch sanitary 
cans, packed in 2 dozen wood cases; a bargain if sold quick. 
Also 5,000 gross each 8, 10 and 16 ounce octagon shaped 
catsup bottles, crown and screw cap finish, packed in 2- 
dozen wood cases. Address P. O. Box 56, Greenville, O. 


For Sale—Factories. 


FOR SALE—A thoroughly equipped canning plant 
in New York State. Excellent location, convenient, 
plenty of acreage; brands well established. Satisfactory 
reason for selling. Address Box A-449, care The Can- 
ning Trade. 


For Sale—Factories—Contd. 


FOR SALE, to settle an estate, a cannery in Virginia. 
Fully equipped; situated upon a navigable river; wharf ex- 
tends out into the river and steamers deliver to and accept 
freight at the wharf. Present freight rate to Baltimore 
and Richmond, Va., carloads of thirty thousand pounds, 12 
cents per hundred. Under normal conditions abundance of 
labor; has been packing lima beans, tomatoes, black-eyed 
peas. Has on hand probably one hundred tons of coal, 
about fifteen thousand cases No. 2 open-top cans and two 
to three thousand No. 3 cans and several hundred cases of 
No. 10 cans. Will be glad to show prospective purchaser 
the plant. Address P. O. Box 11382, Richmond, Va. 


FOR SALE.—A canning plant fully equipped and 
up-to-date, for rapid and economical canning of tomatoes 
and pumpkins, including a distilled ice ‘manufacturing 
plant, city water works, and small wood-working plant. 
All in good condition and in operation the year round, 
and situated in the heart of the best tomato and general 
farming country in the state of Indiana. On two railroad 
lines and incorporated. In a live town. Satisfactory 
reason for disposal. Act quick, as this will not be on the 
a ag very long. Address A455, care The Canning 

rade. 


Wanted—Miscellaneous. 


WANTED—One Huntley or Plummer blancher ; one 
60-inch Colossus pea grader. Must be in first-class con- 
dition. Will exchange for the above or sell separately, 
the following: three No. 6 Ayars pea fillers ; two Schmidt 
pea harvesters. All guaranteed to be in first-class work- 
ing condition. Address A-440, care The Canning Trade. 


WANTED.—25 gross 8-ounce crown cap catsup 
bottles. Address Food Products and Mfg. Co., C. L. 
Wiseman, Keyser, W. Va. 


WANTED.—Lock seam can body maker. Give de- 
tails and best price. Address Box A-453, care The Can- 
ning Trade. 


WANTED.—To buy, apple peelings, apple cores, 
apple pomace, apple cider, dried apples and apple culls. 
Quote best price in car lots. Address D. Canale & Co., 
Mlemphis, Tenn. 


WANTED.—Ermold labeler. State model, condi- 
tion, what extra equipment, length of service. Address 
30x A-454, care The Canning Trade. 


EMPLOYMENT EXCHANGE. 


HELP WANTED. 


SITUATIONS WANTED. 


HELP WANTED — Experienced Cost man for large and 
progressive fruit and vegetable canning concern on the Pacific 
Coast. Must have knowledge of canning business; excellent 
opportunity for man of ability. State age, experience and min- 


imum salary. Address Postofiice Box 3354, Ferry Station, San 
Francisco, Cal. 


POSITION WANTED—I will be open for a good position 
with progressive firm doing a good business, or prospects of 
same, who will appreciate quality and low cost of production. 
Ready January 1st. Position must be permanent and in good 
locality to educate children, in the South or temperate climate. 
Well qualified by past experience for any sized position. Ad- 
dress Box B-447, care The Canning Trade. 


| 
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SITUATIONS WANTED—Continued. 


POSITION WANTED—As manager of a thoroughly pro- 
gressive canning company. I have had twenty years’ experi- 
ence, covering every detail from the building and equipping 
of plant, contracting acreage, canning, financing and sale of 
product. Forty years old; strictly temperature. Will invest 
from $10,000 to $20,000 in the business, after first year—when 
saisfied as to safety of investment and congeniality of connec- 
tion. Address Box B-452, care The Canning Trade. 


POSITION WANTED—As superintendent and processor. 
Would like to connect January 1st. Am married; never touch 
liquor, long experience in packing fruits, vegetables and spe- 
cialties. My baked beans are equal to Van Camp’s. Compe- 
tent to take charge of a three-line factory; understand all ma- 
chinery for canning, sanitary and packers’ styles. Best refer- 
ences. Address Box B-443, care The Canning Trade. 


POSITION WANTED—Mechanical engineer, seven years’ 
experence in designing and manufacturing canning machinery, 
thorough and practical mechanic, inventor of several devices 
used in the industry, desires position. Ready for new engage- 
ment after January 1st. Am steady and of good habits; used 
to traveling. Location no matter. Address Box B-456, care 
The Canning Trade. 


POSITION WANTED—By experienced canned foods man, 
factory or road. Open January ist; satisfactory reference. 
Address Box B-435, care The Canning Trade. 


POSITION WANTED—Young man, reliable and capable, 
six years’ experience as manager of one-line factory packing 
vegetables, desires change to position as assistant to manager 
of large plant. Can offer efficient and loyal service. Address 
Box B-448, care The Canning Trade. 


Something New! 


A Power 


Adjustable for All Size Cans 
No Labor Required 
Does Not Require Steel Wool 


BALTIMORE 


Can be Attached to Labeling Machine 
Removes Dirt and Rust Instantly 
Can make deliveries during November 


Patent Applied For 


A. K. ROBINS & CO., Sole Manufacturers 


Can Cleaner 


: MARYLAND 
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CANNED FOOD PRICES 


Prices given represent the /owest figure generally quoted for lots of wholesale size, usual terms f. o. b. 


shipping station (unless otherwise noted) and subject to the customary discount for cash. 


**** Many 


canners get higher prices for their goods; some few may take less for a personal reason, but these 
prices represent the general market at this date. 


Baltimore figures corrected by these Brokers: 


(*)H. H. Taylor & Son. 


CANNED VEGETABLES 
ASPARAGUS*—(California) Balto. 
No. 2% White Mammoth..$0ut 


Peel 
Green, 
White, 


White, Medium 
Green, 

White Small 
Green “ 

Tips White Sq ... 


ANSt—No. 2 String, standard Green 1 30 
* 10, 
aie “ Cut White 1 50 
10, “ Out 
2. White Wax Standard 1 40 
10, 
2, 


2, 


BEETSt—No. 3, Small, Whole 
Medium, “ 
Large, 
CORN{—No. 2, Std. Ever., f.o.b. Balto. 1 75 
Std. Evgr., f. 0. b. Co.... 1 75 
Std. Shoepeg f. o. b. Co. 16 
Std.Shoepeg f.o.b.Balto. 1 75 
Ex.Std.Shoepegf.o.b.Co. 1 85 
Ex.FcyShoepegf.o.b.Co. 1 90 
Std. Maine Style Balto. 1 80 
Std.MaineStylef.o.b.Co. 1 75 
Ex. Std. Maine Style. 
Fey. Mn. Style f.o.b. Bal. Out 
Fancy f.o.b. County 
Extra Std. Western. 
Standard Western 


3, Standard, Split......... 1 30 
MIXED VEGETA-} No. 2—12 Kinds. 
BLES FOR SOUP!S “ 10 
OKRA 2, Standard 
TOMATOES? 
PEAS!—No. 2, Early June Stand 
“* Ex. Stand. Early Junes 1 60 
Sifted 
Extra Sifted 
Extra Fine Sifted 


“Extra Sifted Out 
Fancy Petit Pois 
FUMPKINI—N®% 3 Standard 
0 “ 


(t)Thos. J. Meehan & Co. (+)T, G. Cranwell & Co. (§)E.C. Shriner & Co. 


New York prices corrected by our special Correspondent. 
CANNED FRUIT PRICES—Continued. 


CANNED VEGETABLE PRICES—Continued. 


SUCCOTASH!—No. 2, Green Beans 


SWEET POTATOES}-No. 3, Jersey 
“ Std.f.o.b.Bal. 1 55 
Std. f.0.b.Co. 1 45 
“10 Std.f.o.b.Bal. Out 
“10, Std.f.o.b.Co. Out 
TOMATOES}- No. 10, Fancy, f.o.b. Bal. Out 
Jersey, 
Stand., 
Stand. “ 
3, Sani. 5% in. cans 
Jersey, f.o.b. Co... Out 
Ex. Std., “ 
Stand, “ 
Stand., 
Seconds, 
2, Stand., 
Stand., 
Seconds, 
9, Stand., 
1, Stand., 
TOMATO PULPI-No. 10, Standard 


i N. Y., 


APRICOTS—No. 2%, Cala. Stand..... 
BLACKBERRIES$—No. 2, Standard... Out 

10, 

3, 

2, Preserved... 

2, In Syrup.... 
BLUEBERRIES$—No. 2. Standard 

“10, New Jersey. 

BLUEBERRIES—No. 10, Maine 


Red “ 
White “ 


Red “ 


PEACHES*—No. 2%, L. C... 
PEACHESt—No. 1, Ex. Sliced Yellow Out 
2Standard White..... Out 


Ex. 
seas Yellow Out 
Selected, Yellow. 
Seconds, White...... 
ss Yellow... 1 60 
Pies Unpeeled. 


Balto. 
PEARSt—No. 3, Standards in Water..... 1 30 


PINE- No. 2, BahamaSliced Extra Out 
APPLE*- “ és Grated “ 160 
Sliced “ Std. Out 
Grated“ “ 1 30 
2, Hawaii Sliced Extra 2 40 
* Stand. ...... 
“Extra 1 85 
“Stand. 1 50 
Grated Extra 1 60 
“Stand. 1 45 

Shredded Syrup. 

Crushed Water 

Eastern Pie Water.... 


PLUMSt—No. 2, Water... 


Red 

Black Syrup.. 

Red 
“10, Black Water.. 

STRAW- No. 2, Ex. Stan. Syrup..... 

BERRIES§— “* 


10, Standard Water...... 


CANNED FISH 


4-02. 
10-02. 
8-02. 


%, 
Chums, Talls 
Medium Red, Talls 
SHRIMF,—No. 1%, Wet or Dry. 
1 


“ 


CANNERS’ METALS 


5tolCtons 1 to 4 tons 


PIG TIN—Straits 


Malacca 


PIG LEAD—Omaha or Federal... 9 92% 


SOLDER—Drop ani Bar. 
Wire Coil 
Wire Segments.... 


TiN PLATES 
14x20, 107 Ibs., Base Coke Tin Plate 
14x20. 100 Ibs., Coke Tin 


61 50 
61 50 
0 


¥. 


wit 


A 
Ap 
Balto. N.Y. N.Y 
$3 50 ans Out Out No. 
Large. Out 300 1 65 1% 
“ Green, “ Out 270 Out | 1 32% No. 
“ “ 2 65 No. 
eo u 
2 40 | Out No. 
Green, Sq...275 260 | 5B 
BAKED BEANSt-No. 1, 1 02% 2 05 | No 
“ “4, In Sauce........110 112% No. 
oe 2, i 55 Out | No 
“ “ 3, Plain.............. 2 25 2 10, NO. 
Out Out 1% 
Out 1, | ” 
Out CANNED FRUITS | Out Out 21 
slain Out Out 
“  Standards.....190 Out cand: | Out Out 
“  Soaked.........125 Out Extra Preserved.... Out 2 05 
“2, Red Kidney, Stand...12 Out CO... 4% | ig Standard............... Out Out 
1 65 Bal......500 475 re ** 1, Extra Preserved..... Out Out 
Out | ** 1, Preserved............... Out 120 
Out | 2 05 Out 11 00 
Out Out 
Out Out 
Out HERRING ROE*—No. 2, Standard.......200 ...... 
Out LOBSTER*—%-Ib. 3:10 
Out Out OYSTERS§— Standards,................125 112% 
Out CHERRIES$—No. 2, Seconds, Red......... Out —...... 6-02. 
“4 White...... Out... SALMON —No.1, Sockeye, Tall............ Out 
“ “ Syrup....... Out Out Out 
180 | “Ex. Preserved...... Out Out if "1, Red Alaska, Tall............ 2% 
ne GOOSEBERRIES$—No. 2, Stand.......... 145 180 
6 50 “ “OF, Pink, 200 
Out 223 “ Out 
155 Out a 8@ 
1 65 1 45 
1% Yellow... ....... 155 
Out Seconds, White ..... Out 1 30 ... Out 250 
Ye iow.... 135 135 |. Out 13 = 
> ‘* Early June Seconds......140 150 = No. 3.Standa_ds, White. Out 205 
“ “ 1 30 No 
1 40 “ 
x 
| No. 10, Unpeeled........ 4 50 37 37 36 
3, 145-150 | PEARSt—No. 2, Seconds in Water........100 —...... N 
SPINACH!—No. 3, Standard.................185 200 “Standards N 
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American Can Company Can Prices 


Baltimore, April 16th, 1917. | 

American Can Company announces the following prices for 

Packers Cans, Bulk Carloads, f. 0. b. shipping points, effective 

April 16th, 1917, subject to its confirmation and subject to change 
without notice. 


SANITARY CANS 


No. 1 $18.25 per m. 
No. 2 Diameter x 4 in. high...............ccccccces cesses .-. 25.25 per m. 
No. 9 (No. 2 Diameter x 3 5-16 in. high)................ 24.75 per m. 
No. 3 4% in...... 85.25 per m. 
HOLE AND CAP CANS 
Opening 
No. 1 156 in. or 1% im............ $16.75 per m 
No. 2 1% in. or 1% in masieenns 23.50 per m 
No. 2 Diameter x 4 in. high, 1% in. opening........ 23.00 per m. 
No. 9 (Diameter x 3 5-16 in. high, 144 in. opening) 22 50 per m. 
No. 3 2 1-16 in...... 33.25 per m 
No. 10 2 1-16 in. or 2% in...... 75.00 per m 
SOLDER HEMMED CAPS, WITH CANS 

Min} $1.65 per m. 
1% in 


AMERICAN CAN COMPANY. 


Continental Can Company, Inc. 
will quote prices on Cans on 
application. 


SANITARY CANS—Official Standard Sizes 
Trade Name 


Diameter Height 
7-16 3 5-16 
4% 
5% 


No. 10 


As Brokers View The Market 


Latest information from many sections of the country as 
viewed by the leading Brokers—The canned food 
situation as IT IS—Reports mainly by wire. 


BALTIMORE, MD. 


Baltimore, Md., Nov. 17th, 1917. 
Conservation of dried vegetables is the order of the day 
in canning circles to help win the war. Indiscriminate packing 
in tin containers of baked beans, soaked peas and soaked limas, 
as well as the use of them in canning mixed vegetables for 
soups, will not be allowable or else will be greatly curtailea 


this winter. It is necessary that a special permit to handle 
these items be obtained by canners. The canners will aid in 
every way to accomplish what the Government desires in this 
or in any other direction. Those jobbers who have not yet 
read and digested the rules and regulations published by the 
Government on this and all other subjects should immeai- 
ately make themselves entirely familiar with them. They are 


easily obtained for the asking from the License Department, 
Food Administration, Washington. 


The tomato market is remarkably steady in the face of all 
the street rumors about what is going to happen, but which, 
somehow, does not happen. Confidence in the market, as well 
as in the Government, is the largest asset the merchant can 
possess these days; cultivate it, be optimistic. Canned toma- 
toes, next to white potatoes, is the food for the masses and the 
taste for them does not stale. The consumption this season 
will break all records. From time to time the market will 


show fluctuations as to prices, of course, same as in all other 
seasons, and this is not the time to develop a case of blues. 
The character of the buying this week indicated a better feeling 
rather than otherwise, and the conservative buyer of tomatoes 
can hardly make a mistake by anticipating his wants for a rea- 
sonable time at least. 


Efforts to bring about lower prices for corn in the last 
two weeks tested the stability of the market, especially in the 
West, and it is surprising that so little was accomplished by 
the movement. Alert buyers picked up some good trades in 
quality goods, but passed up the punk stuff with nothing but 
a label to recommend it. All the edible canned corn will be 
consumed before another season rolls around. Make a note of 
that. 


Peas and sting beans of all grades continue firm, though 
dull, this week. Sweet potatoes were expected to advance, but 
dullness in the other lines held them back. They will have 
their day later on. 


Spinach was easier and the lower prices caused additional 
buying this week. Good things cannot advance unless the 
environments justify it. Sauerkraut eased off, too, with but 
little buying to steady it. Nothing of interest developed dur- 
ing the week in the other vegetables. 


Pears was the one active article in canned fruits here 
this week, and the demand is not yet fully satisfied. Quality 
wins out, and the Baltimore canners realize that fact in regard 
to pears this season. Some fine fruit is still obtainable. Apples 
are firm because of light stocks and unchanged as to quota- 
tions. Some unpeeled pie peaches are going out, but the other 
grades are dull just now. Berries are so nearly sold out that 
they pass unnoticed. 


Some few cove oysters were canned this week, and a con- 
tinuation of the warm weather may bring in a few more next 
week, but the season is very, very backward. Ten or twenty 
canneries are usually at work on them at this time of the year, 
but only two or three worked part of a day this week, and they 
cost like sixty to pack. THOS. J. MEEHAN & CO. 
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CONSERVE!!! 


Do Not Waste Tomato Sauce in Canning Beans = or = Syrup in Packing Fruits 


Saves Valuable Sauces and se J Strong 
Syrups, and handles — Durable 
Brine, Tomato Pulp or if 7. and Simple 
any Liquid ~ 


Our newly patented Valve 
Adjustable for all sizes of eS ae syrups large fruit without 


cans up to 10s — bruising or crushing. 


“PEERLESS” UNIVERSAL SYRUPER 
PEERLESS HUSKER CO. 519 Cornwall Ave. Buffalo, N. Y. 


Write us if you need an Exhauster or Husker 


JEROME RICE SEED CO. 


CAMBRIDGE, N. Y. 


We are headquarters for 
the best of everything in 


SEEDS 


used by Canners Everywhere 


34 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


THE CANNING TRADE 


Your requirements are 


Accurate and ‘Uniform Labeling 


and to give you practical and satisfactory results they must 
be furnished by a labeler that is of durable construction, that 
can be easily cared for and that will stand up and operate 
under the strain of your short, swift bottling season. This 
year you can count on all these points from 


World Labeler, Improved 


because our designers have made a special study of your work 
and developed a catsup wiper mechanism operating on a 
positive mechanical principal. This properly designed wiper 
together with our reputation for building machines that stand 
the pace, make it possible for you to be sure in advance of an 
entire absence of trouble for the canning season so far as 
labeling is concerned. 


World Labeler, Improved 


ECONOMIC MACHINERY CO., Worcester, Mass. 


Let us Talk this over by Mail Now Then Both of Us will be ready when the Rush Comes. 


THE RUST 


ITE us for a Leap ort ~~ we will mail you a HANDSOME 
LACQUERED RUST PROOF C 
RUST PROUF because it seve resist all of the ordinary conditions 
that CAUSE RUST IN CANNED FOODS 
HANDSOME because it is of a ys GOLDEN COLOR 
and immediately ATTRACTS the eye of a CUSTOM 
THIS is the COMBINATION that the trade APPROVES and is what 


The Hughlett Can Lacquering Machine in Operation 


PROOF CAN 


the trade WANTS. A BRILLIANT LACQUERED RUST PROOF CAN, 
The MACHINE ILLUSTRATED below is the one that effects this 
Sees The POPULAR MACHINE that MAKES LACQUER- 
ING EASY. The MACHINE that is used by many of the most 
an Ms canners in the UNITED STATES. 
The BENEFITS of this process are worth ten times its TRIFLING 
COST. Write us today for the SAMPLE CAN and full particulars of 
the MACHINE. 


SHOWING HOW THE WORK IS DONE 


SEELY BROS. Sole Manufacturers Blaine, Wash., U. S. 
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CHICAGO CANONSBURG BALTIMORE NEW YORK SYRACUSE 


CONTINENTAL CAN 


TO THE CANNING TRADE: 


We have five of the largest and best equipped 
Can Factories in America, making all types of cans 
for canning house purposes; including hole-and-cap 
cans, with solder hemmed caps, and open-top (or 
sanitary) cans, which we sell in conjunction with 
our famous Continental Closing Machines. 


Our Cans and Closing Machines are without 
exception the best in the country; our shipping 


facilities are unexcelled, and the personal attention 
we give to each and every order, makes our service 
to our customers unique in its efficiency. 


The factory nearest you will give you any 
information you require—write us. 


CONTINENTAL CAN COMPANY, Inc. 


Thos. G. Cranwell, President. 


ISSUE 


AN 


MEETING WISCONSIN ASSOCIATION 


WESTERN CANNERS’ 
wi THIS IS THE 2094th ISSUE OF ai 


THE CANNED FOOD AUTHORITY OF THE WORLD 


BALTIMORE, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1917 


SATISFACTION 


THE SANITARY CAN 
WITH 
THE SANITARY GASKET 


American Can Company 


Chicago Baltimore, Md. 
Rochester, N. Y. NEW YORK San Francisco, Calif. 
Portland, Ore. Hamilton, Ont. 
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THE CANNING TRADE 


Double 
Pineapple Grater. 


Made By The 


John R. Mitchell Co. 


Foot of Washington St. 
Baltimore - Md. 


ESTABLISHED 1894 


W. L. HINCHMAN, PH. G. 
CONSULTING CHEMIST 
EXPERT IN CANNING AND PRESERVING 
AND FOOD MANUFACTURING 
HADDONFIELD, N. J. 
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Year 1916-1917 
President, Cuas. G. SUMMERS, JR. 
Vice-President, BENJAMIN HAMBURGER 
Treasurer, LEANDER LANGRALL Secretary, Wm. F. Assau 


COMMITTEES: 
Executive: Epw. A. Kerr F. A. Torscnh ALBERT T. MYER 
Arbitration: H. P. STRASBAUGH Won. GrecHT 


C. J. SonENKEL H. A. WAIDNER J. PRESTON WEBSTER 
Commerce: D. H. STEVENSON HaMPTon STEELE 
C.F. BurrerFigetp E. F. Toomas J. O. LANGRALL 
Legislation: Gro. T. E. C. WuitE 
W. E. Rosinson Jno. 8. Gress, Jk. Gro. N. NumsEn 
Claims: FRED W.WaGNER SILVER Jas. B. Puatr 
A. J. HUBBARD Jno. W. ScHALL 
Hospitality: W. A. LAMBLE H. W. Kregs 
D. Hays STEVENSON 
Brokers: Hameton STEELE Jno. R. Barnes 


Epw. A. KERR 
Agriculture: SILVER H. A. STRAsBAUGH 
W. E. Wiison 
W.G. DavcHERTY Tuos. L. NortH 
Leroy LANGRALL 


Counsel: G. H. H. Emory Chemist: CuHas. GLASER 


WHEELING CANS 


Excel in 


STRENGTH 


and 


CLEANLINESS 


JOHNSON-MORSE CAN CO. 


WHEELING, W. VA. 
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THE Canning TRADE 


Baltimore”’ 


THE WORLD’S GREATEST CANNING TOMATO 
EXPRESSIONS FROM THE TRADE 
As to the Yield and Quality of Bolgiano’s “Greater Baltimore” Tomato 


THE BOOTH PACKING COMPANY THE FINLEY CANNING COMPANY _ 
CANNED GOoDS J. Bolgiano & Son Ozark, Mo., Nov. 13th. 1917 
J. Bolgiano & Son BALTIMORE, MD., Nov. 12th, 1917 Baltimore Md. 
Baltimore Md. Gentlemen : : 
Gentlemen: Your Greater Baltimore tomato seed was better than the Stone with 
We have been using the Greater Baltimore tomato seed for the past a good deal less cracks in rainy weather. Some of the fields yielded 
two years and the result we have received from this seed has been en- eight and nine tons_where they were cultivated. We found them 
tirely satisfactory. We believe we have had grown for us better toma- alright. (Signed) The Finley Canning Co. 
toes in the past two years since we have been using your Greater 
Baltimore seed than we have ever had before. HARRISON CANNING COMPANY 
(Signed) The Booth Packing Company. ilies 
Harrison Brand High Grade Tomatoes 
Scottsburg Canning Co., Inc. - J. Bolgiano & Son Harrison, Ark., Nov., 17th, 1917 
Packers of ‘“‘Old Mammy’s” Pure Foods IT Md. 
J. Bolgiano & Son Scottsburg, Ind., Nov. 15th, 1917 Wish to say that the “Greater Baltimore’? Tomato asa Canning 
Baltimore Md. Tomato is the best that I have ever used. They have been my princi- 


Gentlemen : 
We are very much pleased with the Greater Baltimore Tomato seed 


pal variety for ~~ six years. 
which you furnished us last year. We have been converting our 


igned) Harrison Canning Co. 


Growers from the Stone to the Greater Baltimore, delivering half and ; MISSING LINK APPLE Co. 
half. During the past season, the Greater Baltimore seed yielded NURSERY MEN 
early and late, giving us a big crop and pack while our neighbors using J."Bolgiano & Son CLAYTON, ILL. 


only the Stone variety had small packs. This year we expect our ; 
growers will take about 90% of Greater Baltimore and 10% Stone. We |- animus Pid. 


don’t know whether all the credit is due to the variety or part of it due + to ies able to report to you that in our judgement the 
to the stock, but (Siow, event we are satisfied. Greater Baltimore outyields the stone by at least 10%, perhaps a little 
(Signed) Scottsburg Canning Co. more. (Signed) Missing Link Apple Co. 


Can You Afford to Take a Chance? 


Why Not Profit from the Experiences of Others? 


Put up 


$4.00 
Pound 
Shipped 
When 
You 


Desire 


un 


any Size 
Packagef 
to Suit | 
Your 
Needs 


We offer a Limited Amount of Our Extra Selected Stock Seed Saved 
Entirely from Crown Set Fruit of the Most Prolific Plants at $5.00 per Pound 


1818 J. Bolgiano & Son 1987: 
Growers of Pedigreed Tomato Seed 


SELLING TRUSTWORTHY SEEDS BALTIMORE, MD. U. S. A. 


11-23-17 See Our Advertisement on the Other Side. 
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THE Canning TRADE 


Bolgiano’s 
“John Baer” Tomato ™ i" |, 
The Earliest and Best Tomato on Earth 


They All Pack 
Fancy 
No Seconds 
Pack Whole | 


Almost Seedless 
Entirely Free 


From Core 


“JOHN BAER” TOMATO $10.00 per poun 
Produces An Enormous Crop Of Perfect, Solid, High Crown Beautifal, Brilliant Red Toma pened Evenly Right Up To The Stem 


Wholesale Tomato Seed Prices To Canners Only 
Terms: March Ist., 2% 30 Days or 60 Days Net. 


Per Lb. Per Lb. 

Greater Baltimore Tomato $4.00 , 1. X. L., Bolgiano’s Extra Early..........................-. $4.50 
Greater Baltimore Tomato, Bonny Best (Purest ay 4.00 

(Special Stock Seed,) 5.00 Livingston’s New Stone (Pure) 3.50 
My Maryland Tomato..................-...--2-.--.------ 4.50 . Livingston’s New Stone, 

(Special Stock Seed) 6.00 Livingston’s Paragon Tomato.. 3.50 
The Great B. B., Bolgiano’s Best....................-- 3.50 Maules’ Success Tomato 3.50 
Red Rock, Extra Fine Stochk...................--.-.0-00- 4.00 Kelly Red or Wade Tomate 4.00 { 
Red Rock (Special Stock Seed.) ...........-2.....------- 5.00 Livingston’s Favorite Tomato 3.50 
Burpee’s Matchless Tomato 3.50 King of the Earliest Tomato ....0......202........2-..-0---- 4.00 
Livingston’s Perfection 3.50 Spark’s Earliana Tomato 
Brinton’s Best Tomato 3.50 (Langden’s) 4.00 
World’s Fair Tomato........ 3.50 Chalk’s Jewel Tomato (Pure) 4.00 
Bolgiano’s New Century Tomato......................-. 4.00 Ten Ton Tomato 3.50 
Bolgiano’s New Queen Tomato............-......-.00--.---- 3.50 New Jersey Red Tomato 3. 30 
Dwarf Stone Tomato 4.00 Trophy Tomato........ 3 

e 

J. Bolgiano & Son BALTIMORE, MD. U. S. . 


See Our Advertisement en the Other Side 


| 
| 


THE CANNING TRADE 3 


ars Machine Company, nes 


CORN SHAKER 


FOR SHAKING CANS OF 
CORN BEFORE SHIPPING TO 
GIVE THE CONTENTS A RICH 
CREAMY APPEARANCE. 


Avars Machine Company, nes jersey. 


BROWN, BOGGS CO., Lrp., Hamiiron, Ont., Sole Agents for Canada. 


| 
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THE CANNING TRADE 


CONVEYER 


Protect your 
Profit— 


by cutting down the pay- 
roll. High cost of raw 
materials must be met by 
increased factory efficien- 
cy. 


Mathews 

Gravity 

Conveyers Gravity Roller Conveyers 
all competitors. : Gravity Spiral Chutes 

We originated and put : A — : 
on the market the first : 
steel, ball-bearing roller 
conveyor used in Amer- 
ica. 

Special, patented me- 


chanical features insure MATHEWS STEEL BALL 


perfect operation and long ick = 

life. | GRAVITY . CONVEYER 
Ours is a nationally 

known line, used by nat- 

ionally-known industries. 
Engineering sales offi- 

ces are located in all lead- 

ing American cities. Per- 

sonal service can be had 

without cost or obligation. 


If your factory organization is weak with respect to ade- 
quate conveying methods, let us supply the ‘‘missing link’’. 


Catalogs and full details on request 


Mathews Gravity Carrier Co. 
Ellwood City, Pa. 


We would like to have printed matter and full information 
concerning a gravity conveyer suitable for 


handling 


Firm name 


Business 


4 
|.abor- Saving Cost(Cutting) 
MATHEWS INCLINED AUTOMATIC EL EVAIN 
(ain Office and Factory ELLWOOD CITY, PA 
{Branch Factories.- TORONTO.ONT. LONDON.ENG 
| > M AIL THIS COUPON 


THE CANNING TRADE 


TOMATO PULP MACHINERY 


Washers 

Pulp Machines 
Pulp Finishers 
Pumps 

Cooking Tanks 
Copper Coils 
Steam Traps 
Filling Machines 


and 


THE “WONDER” CONTINUOUS COOKER 


May We Figure On Your Requirements? 


A. K. ROBINS & COMPANY 


MANUFACTURERS 
Baltimore = Maryland 
Factory, DELTA, PA. 


THE CANNING TRADE 


5 


Good Books for your Office: 


1—A Complete Course in Canning—$5.00 
2—How to Buy and Sell Canned Foods—$2.15 
3—A History of the Canning Industry—$1.00 
4—The Canning Trade Almanac—$1.00 
5—‘‘The Canning Trade’’—every Monday. 


ALL PUBLISHED BY 
THE CANNING TRADE, Baltimore, Md. 


The Journal of the Canning Industry. 
PUBLISHERS OF THE INDUSTRY’S LITERATURE 


Choice Seeds 


of CABBAGE BEET BEANS 
Seeds CUCUMBER OKRA PUMPKIN PEAS 
for SPINACH, SUGAR CORN, TOMATOES, SQUASH 


Ask for detailed information as to varieties and prices. 
Can ner Ss Drop us a postal today while this advertisement is fresh 


in your mind, stating what you want to know, and we 


will try to send you a practical answer. 
ASK FOR PRICES 
+ — “ “ ne We have had long experience in the Seed business, and 
YOU NEED. WE want to make new and keep old customers. We invite 
GROW ALL you to become our customer. We have several family 
customers of over 120 years standing. No other seeds- 
man can approach this record. 


Bloomsdale Seed Farms, Founded 1784 


D. LANDRETH SEED COMPANY, Bristol, Pennsylvania 


